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PREFACE 


| READER 


T may ſcem unſea{ona- 
ble, and moroſe, toi de- 
ny the value ofany kind 
Pl of Repentance, inſuch 
=)an Agc as this ; where= 
Generation ariſen, Oh 
hew lofty are their eyes? and their 
eye-lidslifred up with ſcorn? and 
diſdain of all Religion? An Age fo 
irreligious! that it ſeems necellary 
to gather up all the Fragments, 
though but ofa ſeeming Piery, and 
make the moſt of them rather than 
to call things too ſtrifta ballance : 
 Athinner, and more dilute Repen- 
tance, then would formerly have ad- 
mitted a man intoa vitible Church; 

| a2 .;; may 


AIDS fi) ttt” a 


: 
- | 
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' may at ſuchatime, as4his, hope for 
Heaven. 

ToallthisI muſt anſwer, Firſt, The 
looſneſs ofan Agedoes, not ſlacken, 
or diſlolve eternal Laws; Wildom 
abates nothing of its price; of thar 
rimely , and carly ſcarch after it; 
whether men think,good to;give it, 
orwkerhitt they wil Forbear; [thath 
no meaner eſteem of it ſelf, becauſe 
Folly, that is ſimple, and knoweth 
nothing,ſirterh'uportthe high plates 
of the Giry, full of noiſe and clamor, 
and inricesto its entertainments the 
Mulritude, and Grandeur of the 
World. 

All the ſeverities of Scripture, that 
make the way to Heaven: narrow: 
'and the Gare {trait;*ſtand: like: Rock, 
fromgeneration to generation,alike 
in all crimes. Nothing that is prodi- 


| gally looted on earth; in compliance 
, with 


 _ tout Reade, 
with alicentiqus Agc;will be there« 
| fore looſed: in Heaven: : ' 

: Fhegoodly price of a Death-Bed 
Reprnitanch, at, which Godis priz'dby 
| men, eventhen; whenReligion is. at 

| the loweſt, is rejeted withindigna= 

| rion; and the. everlaſting ſtate pur- 
| chaſed by .1t, maybe Gadly: called: an 
Aceldema., s Field of blood, 

If this ſeverity of Divine Truth 
offend ©any-one;. Die refolution is 
| that of our Saviour. aEvery plant, 

| whether perſon or thing, -that-our 
; | Heavenly Father hath- nor. t.phanted, 
| shiltbe roatequp. | 
| .--3:1tisno improbable way -of con« 
AF von againſt:Atheiſm, and general 
| Irceligion;by'the:ſtxi&t Dottrinesof 
Chriſtiawity ;, a$ well; as: by Argu- 
ments of Reaſon: Nay: Authorita- 
tive: Applieuons: of:the- Truth of 
God ;'-otten' ſttike the Conſcience 
6: Marg 17: within 


p 


5 


rote ow. a. Ad. at. 


-— 
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within the Reaſon, ſooner and * 
quicker than induſtrious attempts 
upon the Reaſon: as lightning melts | 
the ſtecl, and neglects the ſcabbard. | 
Preſflings of Faith, Repentance, Hos- : 
lincſs, eternal Judgment make men 
(even unbelicvers) fall down upon 
their faces, when the ſecrets of their 
Hearts are diſcovered, and confeſs; | 
God is there. 
For the Soul of man is more eaf1l 
wrought upon by thoſe domeſtick ? 
Rebukes, God gives it by his Word, 
than by more ſolemn treaties. 
Eſpecially,corruprted reaſon taFes 
upon it ſelf tobealawtul Authority, 
when an honourable War 1s com- | 
menced againſt itby the better rea- : 
ſon on the other fide; It contemns : 
laws of Diſcourſe, as precarious; and * 
makes account, it givesReaſon for | 
Reaſon. But therod of Godshaken | 
Fro over 


to the Reader. 
over it makes it tremble, and cons 
fels it ſelf aſlave; Thus the flaves in 
the Story were more caſily reduced 
by the ſervile chaſtiſements they 


; were acquainted with, than by the 


force of Armies. Atheiſm grows the 
prouder generally for being reaſon- 


_ ed with, Itdoes but diſlemble,while 


it pretends its diſeaſe to be in the 
Head, which it knows indecd tobe 
inthe ſenſual Heart. And therefore 
is pleaſcd to beſtruck in the Head, 
but cannot endure to be wounded 
in the Heart, which the Word of 
God elpecially aymes ar. 

' Not, but that it is indeed amoſt 


' generous and honorable Atchieve- 


, | ment to shew Religion to be the 


| 
L 


. 
5 


EY 


; | higheſt Reaſon; and to detetrhoſe 
| } pretending ſons of Reafon , of the 


reateſt Irrationality. Butitisſtill ro 
be acknowledged; theplain preach- 


Ing 


to the Battail: 


F The Preface: 
frhe Gofpel; which the Apoftte ' 
ing the Polar and ee 
of God, is alone wiſerandſtronger: 
than men; The reaſon of that, couchs: | 
ed under an Heavenly: Autho« ' 
rity of Truth, carries thoſe «« wu. w«s,. © 
thoſe -mighty weapans, whereby: - 
every high Imaginatiow-and. rcafony | 
ing 15to be ſubdued, that lfrs up} t6 | 
ſelf againſt Godon:i i fidw 
Upari this occaſion, Tcanmat;: but 
bewayl thoſeunhappy diviſions,thar 
have ſeparatcd the Preachers of the 7 


' Goſpel onefrom another, and there= * 


by opened a lane for that black :' 
troop to advance in, and made the - 
trumpet of the Goſpel to found ſo 

tncertainly, that it hath rather } 
ſcattered men, than prepared them | 


Our Saviour forcſecing the Ganke | 
quences hereof, :according to-rhat 
great | 


D | | grear Maxime ofthis, b-Every Kingdom 


"x _ = 
_ # X 
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? inour 


t0 the Reader. 


divided againſt it ſelf is brought to deſolation, 
did ſo-carneſtly command Unity and 


! Loveof one another rohis Diſciples 
| 4ngeneral ; and more' particularlty-ro 
' the Miniſters of his Word; as the 
- moſt-effectual Demonrativn, c Ele 
' wasſentfrom God, and his Dodrine 
: from Heaven. From whence it fol- 


lowes, where-evet'ithis Union's 
broken ,; Chriſtianity islyable tothe 
Impacations: of -being agreart cheat 
and :fraud.. Upon: which advantage 
loathſome: Trreligion ' ctitets;* and 
ſpreidsit felf-inthoſe empry ſpaces, 
begattens by: our: diſtances, and re« 
mates fnomy6he!atiathes : All diviſis 
ons iw Chriſtianity ate'ſcandalsro'it, 
and weaken 1r-.:This:we ſce verified 
Pays) Thewiferences tr Relil 
gion: wn ho prophaneſcorror ſtu- 
pidneglettof ir,” being: alike vthble, 
þ Mat.a& 25, cJob-t7.21 b dn 
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and, Dtotiaus thigughout the 'Na> 
.;;XetupoRjuſt accounts : the Trreli- 
gion caniequent upon Diviſans in |. 


Religion, turns to the advantage of 
Chriſtianity; That thus ic muſt be; 
elſc how should the Scriptures be fuls 
filled> But thisabatces nothing of rhe 


. iinfulneſsand unhappineſs, or neceſe 


ltty.of Amendmenr. O01 - e280 

. Toguideus then into that; Itis ve+ 
ry oblervable, the venom of this-Ii- 
ſtemper falls. not:fo- much upon 'the 
ſeveral. parties in Rehlygion,-as\tpon 
Reli ton itſelf; while we wownd one 
another, Religion 4s, the mrygr, lies 
2 bleeding, and; even Dying; :»And 
while pooe men. lament: it;\the:enc- 
mies. of it make merry 1nd: fend d giftr one 
taanother,, mm token of [triumph c - | 


_ The method of curetharafore;c is 


nor, for every party, ta wietgh np it 


#Rey.4y.10.. 


| 11.01.» 1: bs: 


A233... $f 44. 


tothe Reader. 

= | ſelf, and preſs down others; but to 
4 buoy up Religion ir ſelf; and thart'rs 
> | beſt done, by preaching, and living 
a . the very Thiw, without diſtiy&ion of 
f | names. If wedid but'yicldit; its own 

Integrity and univerſa[Goodneſs, it 
+ , would ſoon rife into that honour, 'it 
e | hathloſt, by being captivatedto Opi- 
| NiONs. 1. "eV | 3g 
! ; For as our humane Nature would 
| be mach more beautiful and happy, 
: i cemented by that philanthropy, or ge- 
neral love of mankind, foindearing- 

ly charged upon us by our Saviour; 
: whodemenſtrated, that he embraced 
withinhisown Immenſity, the whole 
| latitude of our nature; without con- 
4raftingat mtv the narrowntls of 'a 
| humane'/perſon, by the grear carche 
 * rook, That this nature should not 
, | bedishonoured, zbufcd; and rornb 
| | x elf through thar bitter” Cenſori- 
" we b 2 oulſneſs, 


* 
* 


” ——_— yy wy Pe 4 $ -- 


 ouſnclis,, Revenge, and &Eontempr; : 
men. exerciſe upon.one another,even | 
there where Chriſt is protefled. / -! * 
So would our Chriſtianity, that is - 
now evilipokenof, appear, as it is, in 
1tlelf, Acceptable to God, and appro- 
| vedof men, if wecould unite in; thoſe 
\_ _ ._ comprehenlive, Intereſts of Righte: 
| onſneſs, Peace, Joy_in the Holy= 
| Ghoſt, that ſubſtantial Chriſtianity ; _ 
Thoſe healing wings of the: Sun -of 
Righteouſneſs, Intherayes of which 
| our little difterences about Meatand 
Drink would play. up and down, as 
ſmalleſt Motes of Humane Frailrty:;, 
eaſily obtaining a, mutual pardon: 
and that black and moſt abhorred 
Vapar of. Icreligion; be. forced tg dif. 
lodg, atſailluſtrious a Preſence, * | 
If there be any Intereſt to keepa- | 
| foottheſe Diviſions, Itisan-Incwtreſt | 
i of Dishonour, that daresnotmantcir i 
\-—_ ſelf; 


: I o{iti: 0 


t the Reader 


J FP Itisnot only, ws inn; but: —Y 
1 | ]tis not barely 'to ſerve an opinion 
' 7. ( much leſs the Lord Jefys) bur the 
5 Belly. 7% 

1 | -- 3. But to-return, "&bif wheiceT 
= havedigreſſed, upon ſogreata Cauſe. 
e Laſtly, wemayfind, inthe very t 0- 
-  riohvof's Death-Bed Repeitinice, gd 
« | to defend the ſeaſonablenefs of £ 

; Diſcourſe; notwithftandind ſpy: read- 
f  inglrreligion.: Foritimpt "T4, de: 
h A4ign to:dye' well © and? 'we (ee Very 

d Few, and. thoſe Few: deprived' of the 
1s common Modeſty» #nd 'Sdbricty g 

. mankindi and who! theretnpon pe 
2 . come' ahorrid Story; butdyearleaſt 
d _ 4n- a fair. and calm : temper. towards 
G  Religion;j: nowdF* We JOY *o'this; 
' } tharofmany-millions' Is one, every 
a. | one dies, as helives, not only, a5. the 
ſt , Tree falls, !ſo i ties;"bur'as it hath 
it 4 inclined along its growth, foit falls: 


How: 


The Preface 
How greatis the necellity then of li- 
ving well, that we may dye well, For 
this Death-Bed Repemance, that riſes and 


ſets' at the ſame time, generally 
proyes but afalling Star. That Re- ? 
pentance only wheels orderly into a | 

igher Orbe,that hathgiven proofe; |. 


It was a. true Light, by: shininghbere 
for ſome conſiderable ſpace. ' 


A good Death receives Beingfrom 


- 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
# 
} 


a ho y Life ,.cl{c there :ts; aotifuch a. 
thing in nature,;no tiatin Grace, oX+ | 


cept by Miracle of Grace. ; Ui? 
us farI;have made Apology for 


the ſeaſonableneſs of this Diſcourſe. 


In the Diſcourſc it {elf, Iam not con- 
{cious of having wandred from the 


| 
l 
1 


univerſal DocrinepfDivines im this ' 


point : exceptatshouldfeem too-high 
a ſtrain, to place this Repentance , 
( when true)'among Miracles. To 
jaſtige that, I have the warrant. of 
| Sacred 


; 
[ 


t 


P 


8 
K 

i 

- 


 . © = 80 the Reader. 
” | Sacred Story, the Dying (omen; which 
[i being 'the only cxample of fach a 
1” one in Hol Writ, was in the days 
/ : of the Meſſias, that great period of eAfira- 
* * cles '{ingled out; 'up6n''that greateſt 
2 \ occaſion; viz, Todiſphy the pow< 
+ ;erof the dying M&diator , to forgive 
© \' fins, not only: pon Earth , Dir in 
_ his weſt Humiltarion, His very de- 
mn fcent mto Hell: which-argues it'a 
a 1 very great Miracte.-./: 5 © 
> Yet I have not truſted the weight 
of the Difconrfe to any thing that 
T looks likeaprivate Opinion but to 
- moſt avowed Principles, and have 
> therefore reſerved my particular 
T ſenfeas the'Concluſon of the whole. 
iS ' TI have anly to add; There 15a 
h National late Repentance,as appears 
3 by the unſuccesfulneſs of that unpa- 
O talelled e Reformation of Fojab ; 
ft Sincere indeed in him, and of full 
'U J2 Kings 23.26. £24-344% effefQ : 


The Preface to'the, &c. 
effe&; bur. not. invthe Body of tho 
JewishNatioa, as appcat'd by.r heir | 

clapſesunder the-fol win Kings; 
andtherctorc, notwithſtanding that 
ſeeming Retura., ..the.Lord: turned 
not from the fiercene (5.of his' wrath, 
wherewsb bis Anger was, kindled 
againk Fadah, for its GH: in the ſins / 
of «Manaſſeh; which the Lord would 
not pardon,.and- therefore wouldnort 
give a true Repentange. of . thoſs 
evils, they ;had1o- long. continued i in, 
againſt all the carly. Admonitions of 
the Prophets: - This 4s the juſt Paralel of 

a Death-'Bed Repentance. * *. 

- * The due application of. all thelc 
Conlideratiqns , to-every.one,, .into 

whoſe hands they. may. fall,: is the? 

carneſt, and affectionate Pray er of, © 


? 
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In the Preface, p. 1t. v.55 «0,2/u, + 54+ 1. for power, r, pour; 
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for theſe , r. the. p. 33.1 10. r, deſtruction. s 40.1. 19. r. con- 
u 


tinues. p. 6544. 24. r. length. p. 75.7, 20. blot; 


tthey are. p. 79. 
f, 9, for faving,r, ſeeming. , 


(1) 


The General 


INEFFICACY 


A N D 


INSINCERITY 


Of a 
Death-Bed Repentance. 


Luk. 23. 39, 49, 41, 42, 43- Aud one of the MalefacFors 
that were hanged with him, rayled on him; ſaying, if 
thou be the Chriſt, ſave thy ſelf and us. But the other 
anſwering; ſaid, doft thou not fear God? Seeing that 
thou art in the ſame condemnation. And we indeed 

juſtly, for we receive the due reward of our decas, but 
this Man hath done nothing amiſs. And he ſaid wnto 

Jeſus, Lord remember me, when thou comeſt into 
thy Kingdom. And ;eſus ſaid unto him; werily Tſay 
untethee, this day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 


He generality of Men that have been art all 

acquainted with rhe name of Rcpentance, 
= ' and underſtood-in any Meaſure the im- 
| portance, and-fignification of the thing, 
acknowledge it beyond all diſpute neceſſary: Yer 


they 


eo —— y—_—_—_—y_ _— 


Alye too, when they dye. 
'wpon the Sand ; that men may not by hopes of ſhel- 


Of a Death-Bed Repentance. 


they allow themſelves a leiſure for the performance 
of it, and ſuch alcifure, as ſwallows the whole time 
of life, and leaves only the 1aft and loweſt part of 
it, forthe diſcharge of ſo great a buſincſs; fo that 


| 


their repentance, if any at all, falls out to be a Dearh- 


Bed Repentance. 

The iniconveniencies of which are unexpreſſibly 
great, becauſe the lives of men arc left naked of 
that holineſs and purity, that ſhould adorn them, 
and all over blotted with fin, and vanity. Their 
converſation wants that light of good Works, that 


ſhould ſhine before men, and glorifie God in Heaven. 


Theiy life is without form, and void, and darkneſs is 
upon the face of it. And in the cnd they are caſt 
npon the great Sca of Eternity , as in a Veſlel of 
Paper, a thin, and ſuperficial Repentance. 

It is therefore molt neceffary to- uſe all means , 
to ſhew the inſufficiency of this Refuge , which 
moſt of tho, that live in common under the pro- 
feflion of Chriſtianity ; deſigne while they live, to 

To demoliſh thx Houſe 


ter atit, conceived long before hand, be kept off 
from laying zheir Foundation upon 4 Rock ; which 
poſlibly they would do, if theſe hopes were cat 
off, 


And becauſe this piece of ſacred ſtory hath been 
generally taken, as an inſtance of great Favour to 
a late converſion, not that it is indeed (o, but that 
it ſeems to be ſo, let.it be the Ground of the pre- 


fent Diſcourſe. 


For I obſerve Divines, in their DoRrine con- 
cerning the danger of a Dying Repentance, are 
Þ _ yt carctul 


Of a Death-Bed Repentance. 


1 


. careful to wreſt out of the hand of preſuming 


Imagination, this example, and to allay the vain 
confidence built upon it. 
Indeed the mittake of it is very fatall, ſeeing 


\ if it be ducly conſidered, there is nothing more 
| forcible againſt what it is pretended for, than ir; It 


is true, it is a relation of a dying man returning 
from great ſins to God, but fo circumſtantiated , 
ſo defended on all hands againſt boldneſs upon it, 
that there might have been more reafon to hope 
well of laſt-breath-penitencics, if there had nor 
becn a pattern of ſuch a one in all points, as much 
above the imitation of thoſe of our dayes, as the 
Heaven is above the Earth. It is ſuch a one, as it 
Gad had ſaid of it, ifI accept a dying Repentance ; 


behold this, conlider it every way, and take notice ntenibi 
by it, what a one I will have it. God putting the fo 


X . X nu oftende 

+ Caſt, and refolving it thus hath given a much more _ ribs 

politive determination concerning it, than if the {roi be- 
atitudinem 


Caſt had neverbeen pur. pow 
The end therefore I aim at is to make it evident Avugutt. 


upon general reaſons, and particularly from this in- 
ſtance. 

That a Death-Bed Repentance is a hazzard fo in*- 
nitely great, that no man cn without folly cxtream- 
ly prodigious commit to ſo much adventure : &n a'- 
fair of fo great importance to an eternal condition. 

Hereuntolwil) raiſc this Treaty by theſe degrees. 

I, By obſerving the judgement of Divines con- 
cerning this caſe, and ballancing the moſt favorable 
with the more fevere. | 

2. By detecting the Follies that baye given a rc- 


' Furation to a Dearh-Bed Repentante. 


A 2 p2y 


4 Ofa Death-Bed Repentance. 


3- By cxamining the moſt hopeful appearances 
of this kind of Repentance, and ſhewing there are 
plain cauſes of them very much- below the nature 
of truc Repentance , wherewith I will compare 
chem. 

4. By obſerving the extraordinarics, of which 
the Repentance of this dying Malefactour was com- 
poſed,, becauſe of wt ich it can hardly be drawn 
into a preſident. 

To all cheſe 1 will fubjoyn preſſing conſiderations 
on-cvery ide; that me. ſhould not delay thcir re- 

,., turn to God, to the latter times of life. 
ana 9 For the Firſt, the judgement of Divines in the 
oftalaze point, I begin with that ſeverer one; yet built upon 
Kepen- great piety, and reaſon that alerts it a plainly im- 
| poſſible thing, a man on his Death-Bed ſhuuld 
repent with that repentance , the Scripture ſo oft 
diſcourſes of; and promiſes pardon to, and threat- 
ens the neg'e@ of with periſhing, and therefore 


concludcs, a dying man that hath not _— re- 


pented mult needs fall, not into the fin of deſpair. 
For who is bound to hope, that h:th not the reaſons. 
of his hope given him by God ? But into the miſe- 
ry of deſpair : For how miſerable is. he whom God 
hath left co the boyling Sea of his own horrors, and 
thrown him ont no Anchor of hope ? 


However this Sentenceſeem rigorous, yet when. 


we conſider the ponderous Arguments it uſes; it 
may rather amaze us, than provoke one Cenſure; 
For Firſt, it is very irreconcileable with the Glory 


8 


of God, that men who have had the knowledge of _ 


God, and been ca'led upon all their lives to give 


vp thcmſclyes to him, ſhould be accepted ; when, 
: \ they |} 


2A my» nag 


| ” 


Of a Death-Bed Repentance. 


they power out to h'm the lees, 'and dreggs of life , 


i ivſtead of the generous ſpirits of ir, That be that 


hath had in his Flock a male, ſhould vow, and Sa- 
crifice to the Lord a corrupt thing, and yet eſcape 
the Curſe of the deceiver. 1he expreſſions of 


+ S-ripture are innumerable, in which God diſavows. 


luc 1 profticrutions of his Grace, ( as is hereafter to 
be urged) bur ſealcs ſuch,e're they arc aware, under 
hardnels of heart, and a reprobate ſenſe, to deſtru- 
tion. 

2, Ir appears irpoflible, there ſhould be a di” 
charge of the dutics of Repcntance, when Men are 
a.dying ; that they ſhould draw within the hollow of 
that lictle ſpan, that is alſo otherwiſe incumbred, 
the vaſtne's. of that ation, that is neceſlary to take 


off the Brawn of along impenitency. 


That a man ſhould live the life of holineſs, that 
is juſt a dying; that the Tree that hath been al- 
waycs barren, ſhould bring forth good fruit, now 
itis a hewing down: Thetfe things are very contra- 
ditious., how can Repentance plant ir ſelf in the 
Soul, and ſertle Gracious habits there: in ſo ſhort a 
ſpace? Or in an inſtant by mortification root our 
thoſe luſts, and ſinful affeQions , that have been 
many years _ into the Heart; Repentance mult 
have a time for fruits , and thoſe fruits for ripening, 
and concoction, which a Death-Bedwill nor aftord: 
So that it cannot be tha? Repentance of the Goſpel, but: 
at the beſt, only ſome firſt ſtrokes of ir. 

3- There muſt be a living to God, before a Man 
dyes to God: Ir is.the ſupream Law, every one 


* muſt glorify him here on Earth, and famifh the work he: 


# 
» 


hath given them.to do in the World. They maſt work: 
; the. 


Of a Death-Bed Repentance. 
the Works of bim that ſent them while it is day, before © 
the night cometh , in which wo Man can work, After | 
this Men are reccived into the glory of God. 

4- In Repentance, we mult be in the ſame cir- 
cumſtances of Temptation we were in,in the time of + 
ſinning. -Bur ir will be hard to find in whar the ſtate 
of a dying Man differs from thar of him, that is al- 
ready dead, as to this buſineſs of Repentance; bur 
that he may as well be allowed to repent, thar is 
centred into Eternity, -as he that ſtands on the very 
brink of it. | 

This cenſure cannot be injurious to Men living, 
and in there full opportunity ; ſuppoſe in ſpeculation, 
ir ſtretches principles of great weight and truth too 
far, yet it recompences tor it ſelf by the wholeſom- 
neſs of it to prattiſe, for who can ſuffer by being ne- 
ceſlitated to an early Repentanec, fo much his duty, 
fo much his ſafety? 

Further it is moſt prophetick , moſt undoubtedly 
true of moſt Mens late Repentance; Thar it is too 
ſudden, -troo Muſhrome a birth to haye any worrhi- 


neſs in it. This Repentance almoſt univerſally wi- 


thers, afore it growes up, and proves an abortion; 
whether ir come to the tryal of alonger lite, where- 
in it vaniſhes as a Cloud, and former impiery rc- 
turns ; or whether it paſs immediately into Erter- 
nity, where it ſinks down into miſery; for atrempr- 


ing the Regions of life, and wanting the purity that 


riſes thither : Ir is beaten back with all its prerten- 
fions, as a foggy exhalation, that would climb ro 
Heaven, bur 1s forced down, and made to reft be- 
low; 1o thar for the unizerfality of Dearh-Bed Repen- 


Zrances this judgment is truly calculated. 


It 


ore 
ter * 


; 
- 
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It itſhould ſeem too cruel tothe dying condition , 
to ſmother Men alive with the ſecond death, ( as 
Hazael ſpread upon the dying King a thick cloath 
dipped in vvater) to ſtifle, and benumn atgonce all 


: motions towards God, let us conſider yyhat advice 
ir offers againſtrhe ſtupidities of deſpaire. 


When we are fallen into ſo unhappy a condition, 


that the whole vvcight of ZErernity depends upon 


a very lirtle moment, Ir perſwades, men -yvyould do 
all they can in return to God, though thar all muſt 


be rruſted with the prerogative of mercy, for thar 


mercy vvhich is ſtated in: the promiſes of the Gol- 
pel, and is in ordinary,cannor help rhem in the grear 
point of ſalvation , however it may alleviate their 
condemnation, and leſſen their torment. 


I may add, if that which appears a Meſſenger of 


” Death ſhould have a ſecrer reprieve in its inſtructi. 


ons, and what ſeems aDeath-bed, prove only g diſci- 


; pline; It may bea happy beginning of atrue repentance 


* ro him, who lives, after his being near the Grave, to - 


' perfett it, according to that of Job, zz. ver. 22.23. 


Thus this opinion doth not cut off the Adtion of” 


' irs deſperate perſon, and if by that Aﬀtion, he pals- 


j 


7 


1 


' things, force their yyay by the breath of their Mouth; 


the needles Eye., and get through the ftrair: Gate of - 
Repentance, and Regeneration . it will be able to 


* give him no refiftance : For thoſe rowhom the 7wo- 
* leav'd Gates. of Faith and Repentance, open, this 


Air of diſcourſe cannot barr, that they ſhould nor 


f enter into life. 


But on the ether fide, they that are confident, 
and make themſclves ſure of Repentance, and Mer- 
Cy; cannot when they meet the ſolid obſtacles of 


bur. 
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bur they and their-intended Repenrance are together i 
locked up in the cloſeneſs, and compattedneſs of # 
thoſe decrees: Firſt, they cannor repent, then they 7 
cannot Be ſaved. I 
To conclude, ler ſuch a deciſion of this cafe be 2 
neyer ſo auſtere ; ir is a thouſand-times more juſt * 
than the delay of our return to God in the contem- * 
plation of doing it at the laſt can be; and the reaſons * 
upon vyhich ir is planted , are ſuch, that rhough 
they may not reach the heig':t deſigned, yet do 
they exclude thouſands from etcrnal happineſs; and 
alchough they may not make good the complement 
of the cenſure, yet arc they of ſo awful a regard, ' 
and ſo yorthy of all obſervation, that they are moſt *: 
vehemently to be preſſed to the main ſcope; that ” 
Men vvould by no means truſt to this extream Re. 
pentance, to yyhich purpoſe I ſhall kercaftet rake } 


Bur let us come to that tenderer apprehenſion of 
the generality of Divines , vvith vvhich I vvill con- » 
Curr, that all things of opination and diſpute may Y 
be taken away in ſo great a poimt. Letit then be 
allowed, that a Death-Bed Repentance is no impolli-? 
bility. 

Firſt, in regard of infinite mercy, that cannot be 7 
limited ; bur by ir ſelf : Now long impenitency 
though ir be often doomed irreyocably by God in: 
parricular- generations of men, or perſons; yer is? 
nor that hn, that ſhall never be forgryveny. Nor is it © 
upon that account, thar the Scripture ſaith of fome;: 
It is impoſſible to renew them to repentance. So that? 
though there be many examples of ſuch im cniten-Y 
Cy, that hath proved in the eyent unpardonable; * 
yet 


ther * 
$ of © 
hey 


—_ oy 
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| ; yet not from the preciſe nature of the thing ir ſelf : 
we may rather believe 5 that as the unmeaſurable 


Bcing of God hath Hobgited it ſclt in ſo many varic- 


#rics, and gradations of the Creatures down from 
4 


Angels to the darkeſt foot-ſteps of himſelf in tc 


| be ; World: fo the unſearchable riches of his Grace is 


juſt 
2Mm- © 


Jhal 


made known in all kinds of pardons. As therefore 
it- hath choſen ſome of the worſt of ſinners for the 


 {crts of their ſins,chiefeſt of ſinners,and broughtthem 


home ; ſo ſome tharhave made the urmolſt adventure 
of continuance in fin , that in theſe manifold Glaſſes 


' it might. be ſeen, # here ſon hath abounded, grace 
: hath abounded much more. 


2. . Though the time of this repentance be ſhorr, 


-- andnatroyy, andthe duties ofRepentance exceeding 
! long andbroad; yer where .there are found the true 
: ſignatures of Repentance unfeigned; God beholds 
; the fruit in the{{ced, and roet,, he knows the per- 


feftion of his own creation, though Infant, or we 
may conceive ſuch i+«x«1« in repentance , Re- 
pentance born out of due rime, as Paul vvas 
in the Apoſtleship;, ſuddenly accomplished , 
though they had not the regular time of forming, _,, ._ .. 
like « Nation brought forth in 4 day. c © Thus thou an _—y 
«T ord annointeſt in a moment Herd{men into Pro. Powins. 
« phers, Shepherds into Kings, Publicans, thouor- 
« daincſt Apoſtles, :not doth their Jlanguor take 
« lciſure roremove,wham-thou recovereſt,bur in that 
« yery-moment thou makeſt them-eyery whit whole, 
&©« wherein they have thee for their Phy farian. 
3- Although there: be. according. to the T 32:7 
Rule, a neceſlity-ob;living ro God here inthe World ; 
yet God: may difpenſe.,with-the continuation, or 
drawing out of the Aion of it in theſe late peni- 
B tents, 
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} rents, as we eaſily allow in the caſe of Infants, or men + 
| dying within shorr ſpace after a'Repentance begun, 
Nl | upon fad conſideration and not-in the exigency of a} 


ſickneſs. | 
In the meantime, it is norart all ſuppoſed, that God 
Wd diſpenſes wirn the fincere preparations and reſolved- 
WG ne of the mind to that Aftion ; bur' that they muſt - 
i | be moſt rrue, ſound and unfteigned, and the very 
"jt . Adtion it (elf according to the time high, full and 
wy  moſtſignificant; and as extraordinary as the Repen- 
| rance it ſelf. | 
4. Although the condition of a man dying do in _ 
many regards nearly reſemble the ſtate of him, that | 
11018 is already in eternity , as he is under a neceſſity of 
lf | leaving fin, and the world, and ſer at a diſtance from | 
WA remptation; yet irdiffers in rhat great circumſtance, 
thar he is not #» Terawins, he is not fixt upon his un- 
changeable point , he hath not undergone thar ſen- 
Wi rence thar immediately p; _ the toul removed, \ 
fil and ſo may not neither haye futfered that more ſecrer * 
one, conceived by God upon long provocation. The 
whole time of life may be a time of grace, and he 
A 43 9:4, that harh nor yet been concluded by the incommu- 
| \| 3fthine ex- tabiliry of Ecernity may hearthe voiceof Chriſt, and 
reſſum ſur” enter into his reſt, & St. Cyprien, who is poſitive, © 
jaw pen;. © That whenever a man is Jaunched into another | 
los 26 world, he finds no room for r ce; heisour 
-— Dc. « of theclimare of repentance, who is beyondthe line 
— « of Time. All kind of pegnances which are a ſe- 
< iis « condary fatisfation under the ſufferings of Chrift 
muxdome-* arc then deſperate and fruitleſs, Yer he allowes 
=eminnl« the greateſt liberty to repentancoin this Lite ; For 
ſro #,04be ayes, & 3 No repentanceislagey that is carlier þ 


þ 
r : 
2 ! 


1 1RhALT 


3 «than thegraye. He fayes, Here aman takes hold 
7 ©of life, or loſes it for ever. Yet he grants, f It is, 24 
7 <poſlible by repentance, though we are juſt a dying, cwmſub ip 
: *co be ſafely landed ina blefled immortality. Aud mw 
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f Ad im- 


Iranſituy 


« e when the ſoul hath left its inner reſidences, and ». c.2 


: * is now fitting upon the dying lips. be'ore its laſt Pomini 


Ss In coders 


, | * farewel to the body, and wheriin haſte to be gone, 5,7. 
'« yet evyenthen inh tice Clemencydiſdains not Re- remporis 


cums jam 
anime fe. 


* pentance, nor accompts that tate t. atis true» nor 


 - «: deprives that of | ps which hath the free and fine: a 


« fy]lact of the ſou 


in ceturn to him. Ez qHacungque txiem » 


| aeceſſitas, Fe,” © Yea though, as he gocs on, this _ 
*« repentance had its firſt riſe frem necellgy, yet 


« neither that, nor the immenſene's of guilt, nor 


- <ſtraicnels of time, nor the latcncls of the Seaſon, 
+ «northe foulnels of former ations foreprize fram 

; ««nardon When the bumiliation is ſincere, and the 
* «ſoul exchanges impure delights for thoſe of Holi- 
| *nefs, without counterfeit or diflimulation. It may 


ſcem in all thoſc diſcourſes that he had forgot to, ,, 
enter a caution againlt preſumption but it is co be ae Deme. 


* conſidered while he thus franckly poures out [im- frizum. 


Credine 


| felf, be wasone while inviting bperlecutors of Chri-,;,;..: 


ſtianiry into the canfe(ſions of ic, whom (ce would not qui nor ad 
have debarred with theſcnſe of (o great pſt offen- (rmiter 


ſequimins 


: ces againſtit : another while deligning 2gainlt thei, aremmun 


Novatias He efie, which took upon it to tyc up the goudere 


nobiſcumn. 


' freenchsof grace ag hefſaies, © # in ſpight of the He-; 1; ,,. 
« retick Nowet#s the throne of Grace is carly and /i: Neva- 


rus Here 


* late acceſſible to true repentance. This therefore ,;* = 


is notto be-preſs'dbeyon ithe dedign of the excellent wmpure 


; .andholy Writer, but will very well agree with all 24 greiia 


, vecriput 
that I am pre'ently to add as a Ballance to this auuy 
B 2 favour 
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favourable judgment for ſuch a Repenrance. 


Daillc, For as thac mo't prudent diſcourle bf the right 


of e1 tranſported towards the other extreme. 


A 
| 


uſe of the Fatt ers teaches ns; we muſt alwaysat-? 
tend thcir ſcupe, in the purſuit 'of which they were” 


- 
« 


Bur tha: a Dyingrepentance in the narure of the? 
thing is no 1ncompoſlibility, we have fu'leſt aſſurance; 
inthe example of che Text, wherein we ſee one in a 


moment conceived, brought forth, and even 4 
grown manin repentance, one pasſing through ſome 


ſhortInſtants of holy ation and'cntringintoParadiſe 
like Azrox's Rod budding, bloffoming; andbringing * 
forth eipe Almonds in a night , and laid up in the 


Sanctuary for ever. 


That it was moſt probably the tirſt call he had to | 


R « wrav=xA agrees fully withthe'intention of my 


Diſcourſe, which granting 'ſo much as a poslibiliry, | 
wouttl yer take all advantage againſt the eafie con: : 


fidence of thoſe, that living dayly under the offers 


k Ad come 


« CEE 


of Grace, an4yctdeſpiſing them commir themſelves: 


ſeqn ndem firſt to the ntentions, and at Jaſt to the faint motions * 
fidemnen gf a la'c Repentance. To whom that admovition 


ſuit i113 ex+ 
wrema hoxz © 


ſed prima. ſtance we havein hai d. & If we reſpect bis opportunt- 


Nec Reli- p00; for attaining faith, bes repentance Was not late , but 2: 


itnes early and ſoon, he took the very firſt ſeaſon, aſſoon as ever | 


gionem an- 


Chriſtum hs Je/eried Chriſt and Religions he embraced them. He did 


_ wretchedly cheat himſelf of the remedies of his mi- 


remedi;a 


fam ſui ſerable condition by adjourning the uſe of them ts a late 


f St. L2uſtin is moſt ſeaſonable concerning the in-* 


" moments nd incertain futurity, which ſeldom or never ſucceeds well. 


»ltime in. 


felicifrw- | his conſideration leads me therefarc from'the 
6 p7ſ*,, moſt favourable the light ſide ofthismilder ſentence, 


k 1 , 
«Teng, to the black and dark part gf it. 


( That A 


*P al. 


ip he? 
'S at.” 


Yere” 


' the + 
Ince. 
$a a7 
ena 
5me 

dife 
Zing | 
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That. is'0 ſay, There is an infinite peradveature, 
whether God wil give repentanceat the laſt or not, 
for this G. ace being acknowledged extraordinary, 
ilit were common, it would ccaſe to be ex'raur- 
d nary, | | 

It is moſt undoubted in Scripture, God is often. 
provoked. .gainſt menito facar, they ſhall never enter 
into bis reſt, when they have long tempted him, and erred 
from his ways. 


The Heart is: dayly hardene1 by the deccitful- 


I3 


Heb 3.8.9 
Kc 


neſs of ſin, till it grew-tothat the Apoſtc calls «i Rom. 4.27. 


#pdeinles.a hear than is irrepentable, or that cannot 
be repented of ; Cuſtomes in fin long letled become 
like the Ethiopians skin and the Leopards ſpots, that 
cannat be changed. And though.itis truc:the ſpirit 
of God is not hi dered inits inſpirations; but that it 
bloweth where jtlifteth, yet the courſerof it ;is fo/ar- 
temper to the ſtate, and motion of che foul ir ſelf, 
that it moſt ulually cakes the oppurtunity 10 gene- 
rally requilice to the {crling a conſtjeutionand-temper 
in us, that is, the frec(t, and, moſt urprejudic. d, and 
larger ſpaces of a mans life; 'So' tnat whenever ir 
workes upon. Dying mcn,, Imean thoſe char! have. 
had the free- ule of the means of Grace ot old; Ir 
works by ſuch aprerogatize,that a,man may as well 
expeR 2 prerogative of providenec to bear him 
walking upon ihe Sea, becaulc it did. oacc fo to, 
Pezer, as this. | | 

Moſt even of. the fair. ſt appearances of this kind 
of Repentance milcarry having no-true virtue in 
them., and. though, in regard. of their vehemency- 
they are called carly ſeckings. of God, yet ( which. 
is hoctible to be ſpoken ) they are as it were prepared, 


Jerem 144. 
"IP 


/ tor. 
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for the triumphs of the Juſtice and indignation of 
God over thoſe, who would have none of his Counſel 7? 
in former times, but deſpiſed all his reproofe. pi 

Laftly, Whoever ſeeing and know ing caſts him- 
ſelfwith deſign upon Repentance at death, is liketo- - 
fall headlong by rempting God, and expeRing he 
Should ſtand ready for him wv ich that Grace ar laft, 
hc hath ſo longrelifted and refuſed. 

And now u henthis judgment of Divines with this 
Ballance upon it is compared with the former , the 
reſult will be only this, The'kindeſt Divinity in the 
point, andthar ſeems ro do rhe moft favor, is very 
dreadful, and leaves ſuch men in a condition next to 
deſperare, w hich is but an aggrayation of the danger, 
v hen what men would chooſe to appealto, fo far 
condemns them. | 

It is then __ on all Hands, Thar for any manto 
liveſo as if he did contrive & forecaſt a Dying Repen- 
rance (although ir be yielded him,fIt is noimpoſſtbili- 
ty)as the ſafe expedient ,firſt of an Irreligious life, free 
from the troubleſem thoughts of a preſent amend- 
ment, and then of a ſ{ccure paſſageimo eternity , is 
firſt an exceeding Irreligion and immoraliry in it ſelf; 
and then to run fo deſperate a riſque and adventure 
for an immortal ſoul; that he is a pardonable mad- 
man , in compariſon of ſuch an one, that drinks a 
deadly poyſon , becauſe he harh heard there is a cer- 
rain Antidote in the world, that will expel it, though 
he cannot rell whether he can have 1t atall, much 
leſs whether time cnoughtor hisneceſfity ; and laſtly 
whether the endeavours he ufes for it will not be 
deluded with the counterfeits of ir, it being ſuppoſed 
they are thouſands for one of the true kind; and he 
thereby 
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* thereby perisb , pleaſing hiovelf with the $she 

27 hath "i ns beck uideed but 2 — wons 

4 I comenow to the ſecond Propoſal, whichista 2+ Head. 
* make inquiry, ſccing the cafe is thus, as it everyway 
| appears £0 be, how the name or notionof a Deeh- 

" Bed Repertance, as fuck anuniverial Refuge came up 
| inthe world; forir is anew Repentance (wachliks 
| thoſe new-come-up Gods Meſis tpeaks of ) that Chriſti- ns OR 


anity and the Goſpel know not. The Scriptures 
that rreat molt profeſledly of Repentance, always 


; inſiſt upon it as a reformed courle of Life, to be 


undertaken evcnnow , while the propolals of Grace, 
and Reconciliation arc made to us; and only by 
very fulent intimations, the track of which is hardly 


diſcerned, leave it poſſible, that God should by mi- 


racle ſave forme very few out of the Fire, andpull 


them 85 Brands our of the Burning; by giving them 


* Repemance at the laſt. Whereas this is now become 


the only repentance in uſe, and bath devoured. the 
other, as it ro preſs men upon ir were to rorment 
them before their time, and co leffent the validity of 
this were to take away the mercy of God, and deny 
the Grace thar is ſo free and univerſal. Ler us ſearch 
therefore how this ſort of Repentance hath come 
into ſuch Repute. And if we obſerve , we $hall find:: 
it firſt riſing from the intimate ſenſe the confcience: 
hath of the neceſflty. of Repercanco. For were it: 
not {© clear andevident a Duty *a Dearh-bed Repen-- 
zance hadnever beenheardof , moſt would choole ro, 
out of the world as they. have lived init, not fut- 
Foring any degree of the: trouble of conſcience,. or. 
vexing themſelves with refleRions: upon an unholy 
andil-{penr life, As men have choten ro. live freedy 


and. 


16 


Ter. 2:32: eternal condition days without number,ſo would they | 
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and uninterrupredly in forgetfulneſs of God, and an J 


chooſe to dye, were there not a Law within, that ® 
however it hath lyen covered vvith the duſt of ſenſu- 
ality, yet is novy reſtored toits authority, and urges 
the ſoul vvith the terror of punishment for ſo long © 
diſobedience. 23 We 

And ſecondly this neceſliry ofrepentance , though | 
ſecrerly underſtood , yer vvas nor ſufficiently conſt- ? 
dered inthe time of Health, for had it been equally ?: 
regarded, irhad not been novy to begin. He that 2 
had” rightly meaſured it, vvould not” for a thoufand 7 
Worlds fo have adjourned it. * Jas 5 

Theſe ryvo things then meeting ſo oft together, * 
viz. The neceflity of Repenrance ; and the negle& * 
of it allalongourlife : the necefbty it should be per- 
formed ſome time, ere men go outof the vyorld-: 
and the negled of it in the. freer opportunities of | 
life. Theſe, 1 fay, bring forth haſty motions of it at 
laſt : Foritloſfingnothing of its neceſſity by its delay, - 
ir muſt be done, as vvell as it may be at that time: 
even as the laſt moments, wvyherein buſineſſes of © 
great confequence are to be diſpatched; prefs-for 
expedition the more earneſtly , becauſe they muſt be 
done then or never , though it often falls our , the 
time is ſo far paſt, they ſuffer not only much diſad- 
vantage, bur even deteatby rhe delay. 

1he Notion of a Death-bed Repentance then we © 


bn SME + * 


| may perceive riſing from the great indiſpoſition to ' 


repent, vvhile the pleaſures of 1in are in their ſeaſon, 
and flourish, and men in health and ſtrengrh to ? 
enjoy them ; and from the neceſſities of Repentance ? 
falling upon them at the laſt, and yyringing from 3 
them ? 


«Be 


— . * * 
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-_ F them ſometimes very high acknoyyledgments of God 


y. Sand an cternal condition, JROng expreflions of 
{. Ithe folly , evil and yanity of former life , Deſires of 


2 mercy, profeffions of ſtrong reſolyednefs to ſerve 
> » God, and if they had mary lives to give God, they 
5 {would give then all. All yyhich being founuſural ro 
ſhout formerly ont of fuch mouths, and coming from 
7 1Dying men, forwyholc ſayings vyc have a natural re- 
lly "oard, Charity towards them, and vwillingnefs to 
ap Fope yrell of them gives theſe femblances, the re- 
w _ of Repentance. To vvhich may be added, 
/ too often, errante Clave, by too liberal an Abſolurion 
& - open the Kingdom of Heayen to fuch , and taking. 
* theinfſtruments of a foolish Shepherd ro themſelves, 
* healthehurrof cheir ſouls ſlightly ; fothat their Re- 
of | pentance is fainted here, and though it miſcarry in 
ar _ the other World, yer the miſcarriage is hid alſo in 
/ that other World, 
7, Fromall this hath ariſen a doyyn-right opinion of 
If + thiskind of Repenrance as the enly rob Papurnxey 
| the prudent expedient, that compounds rvvo fo diffe- 
rentIntereſts, firſtthatof a vworldly converſation, to 
e  vyhich it gives no hinderance; then thar of erernal 
1. } life in appearance, becauſe it aſſumes rhe promiſes 
| of mercy ro itſelf, efpecially thoſe gracious affurances 
2 in E728.18. and Chep. zz. it reckons as made 'on per- 
; poſe torir. All vvhich argnes avyery vile ſenſe of both 
the juſtice and metcy of God ; of his juftice as if ir 


Andlaftfy it is growninto a yevteds pettarion, 
| men have lived 
heres 


Z that hovytyer fl andcarcleſly 
? C 


] hadno auchority, of his mercy as if it had no ſenſe 
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here, yet they should go outof the-vyorld yvith good Þ 
yvords of him and religious protefſions, as an In.s 
balm to their memory and a Dirge to their ſouls into® 
the happinels of an cycrlaſting condirion. 

Thus they call Repentance and Heayen after rheis © 
81 name.. This their nay is their folly ; yet their poſterity, 
men of like inclinations, approve their ſayings; becaule © 
ſuch men ( as hey ſpeak) goaway like Lambs, buz as 
the Seriprure ſays, like ſenſleſs Sheep are laid in the grave, 
and Death feeding upon them; the erroris not dilco- 
vered 7111 rhe morning.: whep the upright have dompnion. 
over them; that is, infinitely excel them, and; their 
counterfeit Repentance , which cannot ſtand in judg.- * 
ment, nor they in the congregation of ſincere penitents. 

Now this account I have given of a Death-Bed 
Repentance, obtaining. among ;us, is roo comprehen. - 
five ;. yet I muſt acknowledg, That there are many. 
whoſe Judgments are-more enlightned, andthe fen- 
timents of their conſciences quicker than to be 
fatisfied at fo ealie.a.rate ; who yet fall into the com- 
mon unhappinels. of not having repented , till they 
come tody :; I will therefore. inquire further, why 
many who are able to feel before hand theneceſſi- 
ries of a ſpeedy Repentance, and alſo to draw their 
Death ſo near them, as to dy dayly in the ſenſe of 
death; and thereby further perceive thoſe neceſſi- 
ties, donot yet repent dayly, but betray themſelyes 
to an Evening or Twilight Repentance. 

The reſolution of this lies not only in the immo- 
derate love of fin and its pleaſures, and the roo loy 
apprehenſion of God and eternal things ,. (though 

cle are always preſent in the caſe ) bur chiefly. ir 
lics in the great confidence ſuch men haye inthe pre- 
*"——_— peeps ſent 
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goo Jfent time , not ſenſible of the continual waſte of irs 

1 In. FUnder the fayour of which they pur awqghhe evil day 

into far from them , and ffretch themſelyes upon this mo- Amo 6: 
Z ment, that they may take their full eaſe and fari(: 

;hein 3 faftion: In the mean while ſtifling the thoughts of 

rity, * Dying andJudgment. Were it not for this,no other 

auſe 7 reaſon would encourage them to Relay their Repen- 

w 45 | tance, for when this fails, all others generally fail 
' alſo, and therefore none are fo paſſionately moyed 

c as ſuch when they cometo dy. 

This cloud that is bur as big as a mans Hand ( owr 

' | days areas an Hand-breadth) yer looks like the whole Plal,z9.s; 

-- Heaven; Ir ſtands as a firmament over their heads; 

* Ir looks like an eternity ro man. Inthistime Repen- 

224 _ tance finds as little place with them, asitis like rodo 

' with God in the Evening of Life. 


> x Tn this occaſion the wild Aſſes of the wilderneſs ſnuff « 

na. the wind at their pleaſure, and none can turn them. | 
\e tuft of the Fleſh, the luſt of the Eye , and the pride of Life * *:24 
1- _ 1ſxallowall,. and can ſpare nothing; Yetin the midi(t 

y of all this the ſoul promiſes itſelf, Ir will ere long take 

y. 2 ſcalon of recolleQting ir ſelf, andthat ir will do ir 


time enough, ſo timely as to leaye. ſpace ſufficient 
- fora large exerciſe of Repentance, for although itis 
f-  butupon the edges andskirts of Time, yer it {cems 
: to it {elf ro be upon the Center , and in irs imagina- 
| tion commands: the future, as if it vyerein its ovvn 
hand ; fothat throughthe endleſs rerurns of -plealure, 
and buſineſs, through indifpoſedneſs to holy and 
(crious Aftion, through intentions and purpoſes of 
being better hereafter, ir flips don, or ever:it is 
aware, into.theloyyelt of.lite , and hath the buſineſs o 
of Repentance lying __ and undiminished upon 
2 its 
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its hand: X#alirtleſicep, x little flamber , 2 tle fold Þ v 
rh a ws © ing of heyy zo fleep, decerves men; till their lai ; 
end comes as an Armed man, Tic bopes that io worY i 
| ia 56.12, 70» Will be as to day, andmuch more abundant, lo as | 
"ny "leave enough forſadder thoughts, befools men, till? 
[1 the very Courle of Time rowes them before they 2 | 
Wa think of it upon Rernity. ix 
i! Of groat moment therefore it is #09 awnber ou 
Wo Plal.39-4. days rightly, that we may kxnowhon frailwe are, and ap. 
inn Plal.g9.12 ply our Hearts r8 wiſdom. For this time of life though - 
Wh! Tmes +5 it be but little. yer zt bos/fs great things. This: Vapor © 
F Iam. 4.16 . . $ . 3 Es _— | 
Toh. +2* ſtretches out ir ſelf as-tar as ir can ; 7 rejoyces in its © 
q own boaſtings which are evil. In the mean while the * 
moments of it are winged, and fly from us; they 
glide away , and we cannot, except ' we bring them 
ro ſtrict Account, take hold of them to graft any 
wiſd. 5.9, thing upon them: How does to day like aw Begle, | 
Sic. or Pop, or ſoift Ship, or Arrom get from us leaving ne 
pach. And it we offer to-take the account, How | 
many things ſnatch it from us, as an impertinent © 
diſturber from him tharis catching ſlippery numbers. 
Revar ys 9018 11 94/dom, let bins that bath it count the wumber of , 
Eccl.6.10 Lift ,f07 it 18 the pumber of 4 mes. A short nugnber. It - 
is all but Dying man. And yet it requires great inge- | 
Ier.17.11 nuity, The Ingenuity of a man "hs indeed a Man, 
£10,269 0 find it. But he that miſles it, is found ar rbe end of - 
his days 4 Fool, and findes that dreadful Reward of 4 © 


Fool, that the gre? God, that farmed all things , gives : 

ts that Fool as well as to the Tranſgreſſor : But thoſe that 

| Danrt2. i» aye wiſe ſhink 45 the Sun in the Firmament. 
W's - 4 Oor, is, ,  ThusfarT havcinſiſted upen the Accounts, How | 
Wi 29 this Zapriſmof" Repentance + the Dead came in upon 
wall | 


* a ds. 


fold. 
x lf 
tor: 


as-tc? Bed, of whom ſome expound that place, 1C or. 15 29, 


] till» 
heyy 
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will noc be baptized with 71s Baptiſm till they are 
'ven over for dead men, like tholes C/;ict of the 
x{t rimes , that delayed their Baptiſm to their laſt 
Burt the miſtake in this caſe (though that paſled wry 
not without ſome note of Diſgrace ) is in apoint of «wn. 
much higher conſequence, and-ſo far more dange- 
rous , and hath allo leſs of reaſonable pretence, tor 


2 while they thought, Baptiſm washed away all paſt 
* ſins, and was but ance to be done; Ir ſeemed a ne- 


ecflary providence to take the full Bencfir of ir at the 


! laſt, upon which account 7erraul{zan even expoltu- 
' lates, Quorſum feftinat innocens tas ad remiſſionent 
* peccatorwn, while he diſcourſes of Infant-Bapriſms. 


Whereas the wazer of Repentar ce is never forbidden, | 
but may be both evenly drawn through the whole =_ wy 
courſe of life , andoften renewed to ſupply the de- 


! feds of it ſelf : which is one ſignification of thac 


jt avoics auf apr that repentance , Which is al- :Cor,7.10 
ways promoted bur never retracted. Nor do I] in- 
deed doubt, but the water of Baptiſm, whereever ir 
hath effect, is a Spring, that from the furſt moment 
wherein ir is truly received, runs down with a free 
current upon the whole courſe of lite, and is there- 
fore univerſally /ro be applied. And whenever con- ty ae" 
ycrting Grace works , Ir leads back the foul, though m»pani- 
through many years paſt, to the virtue of that Sa- ***i*: t«n- 
cramental Fountain. | | 1d 
Bur. to return; Although theſe Accounts I liave *.Auguf, 
now given of a Death-bed Repextance, obtaining a. ns ih 
mong us infold the whole multitude of dying Peni- 
tents, yet according to the former ſtate given I do 
not .deny , but that ſome yery rare Example there 
| _—_y 
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may be, givinga better ſenſeto this ſort of Repen- 
rance ; Examples of the Grace of God, aQting in a 
way of Prerogative, as hath been ſaid, and working 
effeually the truth of repentance in ſome; upon 
whom he laics the hand of his Salvation and Refiue, 
while they ſtand upon the very laſt-minures of the 
ſeaſon of Grace, and are juſt dropping down into 
Hell : and guides them to take their lateſt ſteps in 
the ways of Life, wherein they had hitherto ws 
ſtrangers; upon whom a great miracle is wroughe; | 
that they shouldin their almoſt perfe&ted motion to 
endleſs ruin be ſtopt , and when they had juſt finished 
their courſe thither, they should yer betranſplanted 
into the way everlaſting. 


Bur Iproccedtothe third Head. To examine the 
moſt hopeful appearances of this kind of Repen- 
tance, and to shew there are __" cauſes of them, 


much below the nature of true Repenrance. 

And firſt in the general: Itis no wonderful thing 
ro find men in a Paroxyſme , in a high paſſion of 
ſecking afrer God, when they are adying. It is in- 
deed more ſtrange to find any ſo forted, 1o ſear'd, 
that their ſpirits ſeem only to go downward : They are 
Beaſts wile they live,and as ſuct they go do nto te dead. 

Ecc'e,}. There are uo bands in their Deat; T ey go down in a 
15.0 woment. There is not a moment berween the firſt 
al, 74:4 : 
loba113 and ſecond death of the ſoul, not a moment of life 
berween, not ſo much as of the life of natural con- 

Jude 12 {cience. The) are twice dead, dead in the common 
corruption of Nature wherein they are born. Dead 
in the loſs of natural Principles: pulled up by the roots, 
i Sam, 2,.thcre's nothing to quicken or moye in them. This 


7 is the amazing Stupor : The dy like a ſtone; they 
plung 


ExO, 15.5 


_—_ 
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plung down with the whole weight and force of 
impenitency. | 

This way of dying hath certainly greater puniſh- 
ment, and heavier condemnat on, ard though it 
ſeem more chooſeable than a frui: leſs Repentance, 
yet doubtleſs Eternicy makes a difference , though 
not ſuch an one, as ſhould giveany one confidence 
to imbarque into it in a Coffin-Repentance. 

But whether it be rather to be cholen or not, lis 
ispaſt queſtion; Itis unavoidable toſome , whether 
they will orno, they are ſurpriz'd with thoughts, 
what will become of them for ever, and few men 
buthave thoughts this way at ſuch a time aboyc or- 
dinary. | 

But I intend to ſpeak of the faireſt and beſt ſpread 
Repentance that is found upon a Death-bed. That" 
which:gives the livelicſt Hopes of it ſelf, that it is 
true and ſincere; not ſuch an one that to a ſerious Ob- 
ſerver betraysit ſelf,noteither thatforced compoſure, 
to the expeRationof the world, whichlooks for a 
ſolemn profeſſion of God from eyery one that dies; 
nor, an ignorant ard formal repentance, but arc- 
_ that hath much of vigor, and inward af- 
ction , and is driven on by great knowledg and 
light; that is accompanied with much ſorrow, and 
very conſiderate apprehenſions of etcrnal things : 
Andif ſuch an one be lo queſtionable, what can be- 
come of others? 

There isno reaſon any Repentance ſhould be the 
better eſteemed becauſe men are dyirg. but much 
the leſs. Now vvhile men arc living a thouſand of 
theſe ſeeming -changes for the better are evidently 
corfuted without more ado, by after returnes to 
Con. " vvicked> 
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wickedneſs; andrhey thathaye todo with ſuch shews 


of reformation, haycnoregardof them, nor of the 

1. perſons for them. Now God, who is the exadt 
tum Cordi: (earcher of Hearts, can much leſs be impoſed upon 
Tnepre- by thefaireſt appearances; nor canmen wile accor- | 
pa + ding to the rulesof Scriprure be cafily well perſyaded } 
ir «« of them, and when they arc beſt perſwaded, there 
_ muſt needs be a yery trembling conſideration of fo # 
Serm- 120- great a Hazard. % 
Bur ro come more patticularly ro what I have pro- X 

poſed, vis. To shew that Repentance is a Height, 2 

ro which theſe general motives of this late Repen. } 

tance can never mount the ſoul. In which 1 will 

begin with the deſcriptions of true Repentance, in 

that, wherein it is moſt difficult (nor to ſay impoſk. Þ 

ble) ro rife toirupon a Dying bed. ; 
Repenrance in all the parts of ir, is the fulleſt, ! 

cleareſt a& of the Soul and Judgment, wherein ir is} 

moſt perfeRly it ſelf. Remoyc a man never ſo far 

from all kind of Fears, from the appearances of! 

Death, if he were to live Ages, he would be of the; 

ſame ſenſe. He that truly repenrs, doth nor ſnatch # 

up Repentance, as an expedient fora preſent extre- | 

mity, but chooſes it asanentrance into the beft ſtate 

Ti: eaves» of Life , and lives always, and reſts himſelf in this 3 
5: lf choice. For however this may be introduced by } 
Niovel. yery troubleſora and tumultuous motions, yet it is it 8 
C«m,py,, (lt the caſie fitting down of the Soul with abundant | 
Pure ve. pleaſure, and ſatisfaction in the abhorrence of {in, | 
Nag and love of Holineſs, in the diſlike of vanity and ſen- Þ 
Cypr. fuality, in the approbation of Heavenly puriry of | 
Heart and life. Ir is not a tranee wherein ih lycs 

dead,, and a man is in a rapture of goodneſs for a time, 

bur 
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'buta moſt ſerled ſtare. Godly ſorrow, that v» orheth- 


hath no atter pain or trouble, no «N-xixus, Theſe 
S affections are preparations, Repentance enters as a 
led & Soul into theſe, which is a ſtil}, ſolid, clear Ac of 
Reaſon renewed, and a mind that gives an uni- 
-( © form yorear alltimes. A change tharis never chang'd 
Z back again,' no more than things can put of rhem- 
© ſclyes, or evil it felt become good. Ir is thc refore 


br, 2 vpan fulleſt deliberation to-choolſe' with 7oſbuah, I 

n. © «=d ny bouſe,:thole' whom: 7 can govern, »il/ ſeru#loſh.r4.ly 
vill fhe Lord. Itis ingaging the Heart 70 approach ts God, RB 
in i 7he joyning our ſelves ro himby an everlaſting Covenant; ,c —__ 
6. mever 20 be forgotten. The cleaving to him with full par- Aus 


= poſe of Heart; when all forerunning affeions are 
ſt, © laid, and-quier, or worn our, this judgment ſtill 


ever remain vvith it; into vyhich the fpirns of the 
of © former are extracted, and yyherein they exerciſe 
he 2 all the true power they had. Bur now on a Death 

Bed there is often a great commorion raiſed , -a loud 


ch! = 4a 

>. & bluſtre of paſſion never arriving 'at this point, ar 
re i *bis ſertclemenr; Bur if a man ſhould liveafter , ir 
ic & would go off, as Clouds and Storms, that when. 


\y & they haye ſpentthemlelves vaniſh and lyc down: And 
) & when a man dies , It 1s to be feard, that as they 
avere raiſedby approach to the unappeaſable tempeſts 


"5 of darkneſs, fo they are hurric along with rheir 
% 44 violence. 

of I Itis carctully robe obſerved, that thare is in true 
*; 


irdignation of the foul againſt palMin, andthe love 


D and 


LUMI 


S remains, and raiſcth* ether afte&ions like it felf, chat 


Repentance a due pojaanet berwixt the contrite» 
0 
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he  Frpentance,, workerh carefaineſs, fear, revent, deſire, and. *Cor.7-11 


at 6 rheſe accomplisherh 4 Repenrance 79 Salvatron, that)  _ 
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and'zeal it hath for Holincſs: whereas in Dearh-. 
Bed Repentaxces, it is oftencit found, that there is. 
cither a tcrritying preſence only. of former (1s, ap- 

caring tothe aftrighred con'icience, without a more: 
honeldl indication of: the ſoul truly compoſed to 
rightcouſneſs : or elſe ſome high flying refolations: 
o! better liicafterward, offered, as-a kind of Bribe 
to the paticnce and. mercy of God, in: hopes of 
reſent deliverance , orat- beſt, as a ranſom from, 
ell and eternal damnation; but withour a deep. 
ſcnſc of the guile and: cyil of paſt ſins, or. the uſt 
apprehenſion. of that continta'ly. running ifſue of 
corruption. that is (till debling anew.. Eicher of 
theſs is a- main Ercour, and pernicious ; For if on- 
the one fide the Heart in a.rage be forced to.caſt: 
outſome ſins forthe turbulency ofchem, if it be not 
immediately filled with. beticr-gueſts, Sewer other- 
uu icktd ſpirits are ready to enter. aud make the lait ftate- 


Mat12:48 of rhat man.worſe thanzbe firſt... For Repentauce is. 


no void ſpace,. nofilent, or uraRtive ſtate , but when, 
it bath diſlodged lufts , furnifbes and-fills the -ſoul: 
with the beſt things, and carries the vigor of a mans 


fair. 16, XXioN to the beſt efteA;. when by repentance a-men 


ceaſts to do evil, he learns to de nell,. and brings forth 


Mat.3-* fruits meet for repentance, and amendment of life. 


On the other fide, he that ſeems to make. a haſty 
motion to Holineſs without due. ſenſe of fin, firſt 
thinks to overrule the method God hath ſet, who. 
requires humiliation, godly ſorrow, anger, revenge, 
fear, as preparing ro Repentance: and further , he 


conccipts a ftreedomto himſelf, when he is fetter'd 
and bound; without apower given bim from God,he 
Mar $,29« Offers to calt out Drvilenirh eaſe that canner be caff our 


2 * 
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but by fafting and prayer; ( thatis ) ſevere courſes of 
ſelf abaſement , and lowlicft dependances together 
with carnefteſt application to the Grace of God. 
Theſe unclean ſpirits therefore, thar difſemble a 
retreat, return immediately , and make a prey of mg 
the deluded ſoul. | 

Alchougb Heaven and Hell , happineſs and mi- 3- 
ſery take up the thoughts of the true penitenc , yet 
not ſeparated from God and Chrift , but as it were 
ry into the ſenſe of God angry , and the deſiro 
of attonement with him in 7e/as Cbrif. Happine's 
and miſery conſidered apart arcjnot che obje& of the 
BK, gracious foul: BurGod and Chrift conſidered apare 
are an infinitcly ſufficient reaſon of Repentance. 
The cltearlove of God towards the ſoul, as a Father 
in Chriſt without cefieRionsuponhippineſs,!sthough 
not th: ſingle, yet the paramount conſideration in 
Repentance unfeigned. Burt men a dying are ge- 
nerally ſo oyer poilefled with the terrors ot an eter» 
nal ſuffering, and meer defies of Freedom from 
pan, and of well-bcing and ſoin haſte, that they 
generally mi!s theſe higher confiderations, which 
being further of not only from corrupt nature , 
but even from natural conſcience, are not common- 
by eſpicd, but therefore argue greatcr ſincerity, and 
truth of Heart. 

The trucſt Repentance lies in the boſome of ® 
Faith, the apprehenfions of the love and goodneſs 
of God in Chrift melr the foule, and give it moſt 
perfe&t Separation from ſin, the moſt effeRual pu- 
rification of the Heart ; all which expretsthe height 
of repentance. Upon the ſo fire of the pardoning 
goodneſs of God, the foul moſt kindly diſtils into 


D 3 tcpen- 
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repentant- rears. Here flowes that Spirir of Grace, 
and ingenuous goodneſs, which bringeth forth the 
cleareſt and holicſtaftetionrowards God. 

Bur artiie rime we are now ſpeaking of ;. Ir is very 
ſc]domz, that either: horror or preſumy tion do not 
fxallow all : Prefumption , wherethere is little ſenſe: 

' or judgment of the' Cate. Horror , where the judg- 
ment is clcarer andthe ſenſe quicker, for every thing 
Rom-$-15 iſpoſesnow rather to Fear, and to the- Spirit of Bon- 
dage; anda man naturally does all he-does under a 
ſervile dread of Gad',. and his crernal Juſtice. And! 
though there- may be much mention of Chriſt, and 
delire of mercy through him ; yet itis bur asamale- 
tator convicted: beſeeches the mercy of the Ju.lge,. 
no/otherwiſe: than .as of aJudge : So-ſuch call out 
forthe mercy of God ro pardon-them ; bur ſtill as a 
Gal-4i6. Jadge; not 'with the $piris of the Son ſent into. p06) 
"© Heart, the ſpirit of Adoprion crying, Abba, Father. Not! 
with that Love that caſteth out unworthy Feax: And in-f 
deedhow can it-be otherwiſe, there having been »s 
lob 22.21 AcQuainrance with God in the nay , but a long enmity; 
andthe. time: now roe-{trait for a free and'full con. ® 
fideration of the riches of Grace , ſuch as may ſtill} 
an awakened eonſcience : Fear preffes in every war, | 
and ſhuts our Faith. What cannovy redeem the ſoul 
from this helliſh Terror, bur a light from Heaver 
immediartely- darting ihtoir:, © a Grace above thar | 
Grace, that ordinarily ſaves men:; for a yvell -ſerled | 
truſt and confidence in mercy according to the gene- 
ral Rule ,' is nor, bur after ſome fad debares , and * 
experimental conſultations, that have paſſedberyveen 
the {enſc of ſin, andthe affiancingatts of the ſoul up- 
en: Chrilt.. This Repentance rhenis in great danget: 
| | of 
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of mifling the fpirir of the Goſpel, and falling' into 
the rank of thoſe repentances of Cain, Eſau, Judas. 
Thus Ihave endcayoured to ſhew, that though we 
uppoſe a Dying man to ſpread his ſoul and thoughts 
every way, and to all the parts of Repentance; yes 
itis extremely to be pr x an , there will. want the 
true-and right quality of\chem ; in regard: of the. very 
diſadyantageous circumſtances, wherein ſuch an ono 
isfound; and the great unfitnefs of the. ſoul at that 


# rime,. to begin to do any thing worthy, .co-which ir 


hath nor been before inured, or if it did begin, it 
would:be much more unlikely 70 bring forth. fruit (as 
our Saviour {peakes.) roperfection.. 


\- I add nothing of the exerciſes of a full and. well 


grown Repentance, whereby it. is dayly cſpyingthe 
rings of fin, and ſuppreffing.chem, and filling up 
thedetefts of Holineſs and Obedience ; becaulethey. 
arc not tobe thought poſſblcin the point ] am no\y; 
ſpeaking af, and 1 have. already given a reſolution in. 


© that cale. 


- I ſhall now ſer my ſelf rofind out the low cauſes,. 


® thatare alway to be ſu ſpeed to have thegreat influ-- 
\& ence uponluch a /a7ter exd penutency. 


In general therefor: , we muſt take notice, that: 
there are ſeveral yapors of milapprehenſion, riling: 
upon the -Soul,. w hen we are a;dying;: that do ſo 
dilguize it to ir ſelf, and disfigure the true face of it; 
that from thence ariſe dangerous miſtakes concen 
inga mans condition towards God. . 

We ſec into how many ſhapesupon- ordinary oc- 
currences, we.change ,. and how cafily we. exchange 
them for quire different , without any good cauſe; 
what continual Ebbs and Flows there: are of chebu- 
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mours, and how do theſe caſt the ballance of the 
ſuperiour ſoul ? One man. isevery hour-ſome ſeveral 
forts of men. > 

How much more do great Accidents,and removes 
out of one.condition into anorher alter us? Which 
yer are but the ſudden andjuſtnow ſtare of our minds 
-uponfſuch alrerations , which nort-continuing we re- 
rurn ro our former figure, Fnftable and weak 45 water, 
we take the form of .every veſſel we are pur into; 
who knows then whether his Dying Repenrance bo 
anymore thanthe mould, nor ot hismind, bur of his 
dying condition approaching him big with ſo great 
a change? We know:many things befal-us in -our 
lives, which pur a greater (cnſc of Religion upon us, 
than wekhnd at other times : and yet how variable we 
arc, 9ur goodneſs at ſuch times is as the morning Dew , 
and as theearly Dew it goeth away. How oftenare we 
from the occaſions of mercies , afflitions, fears, 
hopes, good diſcourſes carried into high apprehen- 
ftons of God? Andweloſe them again we know nor 
how: Now our of doubr a-dying condition. of any 
thing vve meer vvith in the World is moſt apt to 
moye us upon God, anda ſenſe of him. Burt can 
vvethink thoſe flecting ſhoots of the Soul, that have 
NO certainty, are accepred for Repentance? 

Hovyggrangely dorh Melancholy, and opprefſions 
of thar transform men? vyhich vyhen it falls upon 
the motions of conſcience, gives us ſtrong imagina- 
10ns of crernal things; vvhich yer being nothing 
bur the caſt of that Mclancholy upon the thoughts, 
_ that is removed, they arc quite of anorhet 


Cecn.49,z)» 


:Moſc+6.4. 
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Ir is evident the Mind ſees much through the Bo- 
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dy, and the repreſentations are colouredby its tem” 

per; as the Eyo ſees through yellovy or green Glaſs» 

differently. from cho-things themfelves. A the Sere” 

niry or. Cloudineſs ofthe humours makes a different- 
reflexion of things upon themind , and the livelineſs 

or heavineſs of the Spirits incline us tovery varying 
apprehenſions. . 

Novy what time\is more like to be ſo incumber'd: 
with theſe Clouds and Vapours thana dying Hour 3 
When every thing is ready to contribute them, and. 
nothing to ſcatter. them. If then natural conſcience, 
and implanted ſenfe of God rogether yvith the no- 
rionsgivenusfrom Scripture paſs-throughtheſe, they- 
become very impreſſive, and affeQing for the time, 
and yethe much miſtakes Repentance, vvho thinks- 
it no more, than-afir of religious Melancholy. | 

Bur ler us inquire after. fome more ſerled,; and- 
conſtant cauſes of theſe penitential motions near 
Death, and vve ſhall find many very likely to be fo, 


thar are not yet vyorthy of true Repentance, and: 
therefore yyhar fprings-from them, . is not. accepted 


before God. 


1. When men find all their Being in the vvorld 


atanend, and feel rhemſelves falling, they- knovy 


not yyhither. It is-no ſtrange thing they ſhould carchrs 


at God, and thar they may take hold of him, at Ho- 
lineſs alſo; Sceing ingraffed Principles rogether 


with general diſcourſe. reach every one, hovv deat” 


Holineſs is to God. . 
It God and Goodneſs vvereno more than imaginary 


re 


things:Irvyould be no yyonder,if they vvho-are toſſed © 
off the. Workd,and threvvn over board from ir, ſhould ' 


ſnarchat:thern3. if there. yvere no more -.in. the-caſe 


% 
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than this, rhat every one bath heard ſomuch ſpeech, 
and talk of them among men. For to him that hath 
nothing inreality, cvena [hadow,.a phaucy are yaluc- 
able. - Men that are dropping through the Ayre , or 
ſinking under water without conſultation -offer at 
everything they meet with. | 
In great extremities ſhort of Death , they that are 
beretrof all worldly afliſtance, fly ro-the Divine ſuc- 
cours., though as J9nah's Marriners they pray to an | 
Idol inſtead of -the true God, and their Devotion © 
is noberrer than Superſtition, which is but a phancy | 
in Religion What ſtrange thing then is ir, for nature 
ro cry out for God., and Chriſt, tor pardon of ſin, to 
bedelivercd from Hell, and ro have Heaven for an 
everlaſting Reſt, when all things elle evidently fail 
as they do in Death; and when nor only phancy?» 
and general opinion, bur moſt ſubſtantial reaſor-in» 
lightned by the Scripture proyoke up a man to it - 
even for pation: ; 
— Yerthisdifters bur little fro” howling upon our Beds 
Tol:7.14% for Corn, axd VVine, and Ole ; tor though the things | 
differ much in their nature, yet the eſteem men have 
of.ticm, and thedeſire they have atterthem is much 
upon the ſame ground; for thele ſpiritual things ap- 
pear to that natural ſenſe of Self-preſervation., as 
neceſlary in Death, asthe or cr doin Life and Healt'., 
But it rhe approaches of Death happen to he a- 
gain drawn off, the value of ſpiritual rhings removes 
with them, and the things of this world, with all the 
ſenſual and ſinful delights of it, returnto, their for- 
mer price: vvhich argues the inefteualnels 'of this 
cauſe of Repentance, and thg unacceprablenels of 
ake Repentance it {cif ro God, that floyyes trom its 
God 
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God diſclaims men, that havenever come to him 
before their extremity, and come then only becauſe 
of it. Tn the time of their troubie t ey will-fay, Ariſe, 
and ſave us: But where are thy Gods that thew madeſt ? 
Let them ariſe if they canſave thee, thus roluch Dying 
men crying out to himGod faics, Let your tormer 
luſts and pleaſures now be your 'Happineſs. Fools 


andſcorntys, tharwould notbe warned, cal pon GodPto.1.14, 


in their calamity , and ſeek. him early, when the whirl- 
wind of their diſtractions hurries them, but cannot make 
him hear , cannot find him. 

2. Suppoſe the deſires afrer God, and eternal 
Happineſs, with all the retinue of thoſe defires riſe 
nor}, ſomuch, from'the neceſſities of remove from 
this Life, and fenſible ſapports, bur immediately 
from the ſight of erernal things themſelyes : 'yer will 
not this conclude the Repednrance ſincere. For we 
may cafily pitch uponſeveral fo plainreafons of theſe 
quick apprehenſions of another world , thar it is 
much more ſtrange, if any man be nor ftruck with 
them; andthey that arc, are not in greater exraſies 
of theſe conſiderations, than that moſt dy in ſome 
fair inclinable temper towards them, and others are 
extraordinarily ſurprized with them, yet withour 
true Repentance. 

For Firſt, If ir were no more, bur the leiſure, and 
unintereſtedneſs of the mind 'in all worldly things , 
that Death brings: It'is no wonder thatthe Aftion 
of ir ſhould immediately, and neceſſarily low upon 
God; for it being always in aCtion, and motionfrom 
its yery narure, and God having made it for himſelf; 
and themanner of its living here in the world being 
a ſlayery willingly undertaken for the fervice of the 
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Body, andthe enjoyment of this preſent Life, in its 
being fallen from God: Ir is nothing ſtrange , that 
-thatdrudgery being now at an end, and the chains 
wherein it was held, juſt a breaking , it ſhould fall 
upon God, and piritual objets, whither the ſtream 
of it was preparedtorun,and w hich are mott truly its 
own bulineſs. Forthe diſtance being ſo wide,andirre- 
concileable bet cen man, and this earth in Death; 
the very having nothing elſe ro do mult carry him 
upon the furure ſtare; ſecing. his foul is ſucha being 
as cannot naturally Iyc ſtill, and that ſtate is all, thar 
it hath ro work upon, and further then that, it is {0 
neatly allied to it. | 

Secondly, The very loſening and uncementing. 
the Soul from the Body , wherein it dwelt, and 
wherein the motionsof ir werereſtrained, hath been: 

Multi ein thought very probably ro give ſome men leſler de- 
ri i. grees of thoſe advantages near their death , which 
beriſunt naked and free ſpirits not incloſed and pent up in 
/rewdl a '* bodies have , whereby they have been able ro make 
9wo incelli= CONjeCtures of furure things, and to ſpeak propheti- 
punter cally. The leſs the Soul is bound to work by the Bo- 
fine quum dy, the higher arc its operations. All extraordinary 
ſe p'ane motions of the Soul are a kind of raviſhment from 
<:71/; Senſe. Thole grear prophetick Bleſſings of Aicob and 
relaxave- Moſes werenear their Dying. Ir is therefore very 
——_ —_ calic to bethought,, that when the Soul and Body 
Gen.4y. arc readyto cleave aſunder, andr' e Spirit to be un- 
Deut.z2» {odered from Fleh, that it ſhould make a higher 

SE flight rowards eternal things. 

The nearer eycry thing is to its ow nrelidence,the 

more vehement is its motion ſaid to be thither. 50 

there may yery well be quick fallics of the Soul a+ 

wards 
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wards etcrnity , before it enters into it, when it is {0 
near that cverlaſting Recepracle of it (elf. 

Thirdly, We may obſerve in the experience of 
all rimes, every appearance of the other world hath 
_— effects of fear, and affrighrment upon mens 
minds : vyhen any one is cntring then into that 
whole World, it may vycll put him upon purifying 
himſelf, more than they that fall upon Leviathan. 
VVhen men are juſt upon that Region of Spirits, 
what appalements of mind and ſtrong vyorking of 
thoughts muſt there needsbe? Much more it the 
Soul have any ſenſe of irs approach to the infinite 
Holineſs of God, at vvhole rebuke the pillars of 
Heaven tremble; vyvhoſe prefence aſtoniſfes Te 
purer ſpirits of _ and beates doyyn the ſous _-_ _ 
of good men tothe Duſt, asof Moſes, Tob, Iaiah,@c. lob 42. 6. 
inhis intervievves vvith them. Hovy much more of Dan.10.8, 
thoſe that have never thought of God, and novy muſt 
comenear his Scat. 

Nothing ſo compoſes the ſoul to this amazing 
change of condition and converſe, asloag continued 
Trearics vvith God through Chriſt : vvhen though 
men change their place , they do not change their 
company : Others, vyhen this great hght frikes them, 
are in the very terrors of the ſhaddal of Death, and 19b 24.17 
ſtakes out of their place, our of all the {ccurity, and lob 36-28 
quict ſenſuality they livedin. 

Let us noyy take the eſtimate or avail of theſe 
things to true Repentance, and yve ſhall find, vviicn 
the foul lyes thus uncovered to the things of Ecernity, 
it hath natural reaſons for all, it may ſeem to dolike 
return to God ; and ſothar all argue nothing ofthe 
true Graceof God; bur if aman yycre again in his 
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former ſtate he would bethe.very ſame he. was; for 
firſt, as one thing ſtrikes upon another with a na- 
tur.l cffe&t, Light upon the eye, Sound upon the. 
ear, ſo cternal things upon the immortal ſpirit , 
when there: is nothing between to intercept the 

OA ſtroke. Fuither , when the luſt of the Fleſh, rhe. luſt 
of the Eye, andthe pride of Life are as aScene remo- 
ved, and a Play at ancnd; ard inſtead cf them a- 
nother World drawing near , juſt as men defeated 
inall their attempts for riches , ard honours, and 
beaten of from them to. a. private life, callall theſe 
things cheats; not outof true reaſon, but becauſe 
they cannot reach them: onthic other ſide they praiſe 
retirement and a Cloyſter, not that they like ir, byr 
becauſe they muſt live ſo, which begers. ſome kind 
of contentecneſs foto live. Thus and no otherwiſe 
do many Dying men call all this World vanity, and 
profeſs an high cſt'.cm for all things pertaining to 
to that to come. 

3- Cauſe, There is yet a more preſſing Account of the moſt 
notable motions that were ever found in any af 
their Repentances, wiz. 1he awakenings of Con- 
ſcience uſual atthis time, becau'e of the (enle of a 
Judgment: while-common expericnce. tells men, 

Heb.9.27.75 appointedto allmen once to dy,and linking nature gives 
notice, Thisis the time : Conſcience lifts up tothe 
next thing. After that the judgment. | 

Now no man ſees judgment, a judgment omni- 
ſcient, omnipreſent, eternal without great ſhakes of 
Soul, eſpeciaily that hath donenothiog ſcrioutly #8 

_ eeree with the adverſary in the way. Coalcience then 

WEi213ifing- up with the Awe of a Tribunal upon © 
ſtirs up all the-powers to fly from the wrath that is 

co; 
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Amendment. The very hearing of Ju dgment made 
ſuch a one as Felix zremble. When 19's ſecms 
to us,. at the other end of. Heaven, allis quier ; but 
when Death. brings us to the yery ſeat of it, How 
loud may be the cries for mercy? The bewayling 
the former evils of Life 2 Now men pour ont their 
complaints forthewant of god, the wil 

of former time: Now they make large offers ofa 
ftri& and ſevere mortification, anddevotion to Re- 


fo come, by deſires of pardon, and reſolutions of 


improvement. 
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ligion. Now they would give rhe thouſand Rams, the Mic.s.c,g- 


zen thouſand Rivers of Oyl, their firſt born for their 
rranſereſſion , the fruit of their Body for the ſan of their 
Soul. And yet all but the eye opened to ſee the flam- 


ing (word of Juſtice, that, makes even a Be/aam wiſh Num. 234 


to; dye the death of the Righteous, and to have a 
Latter end, Sober, Juſt, Religious. | 

The very ſuſpicion of a Judgment.inclinesmen 
thus far univerſally almoſt, that hardly any chooſe 
to dic ina Rant, in amadneſs; but had rather by 
virtue , and Religion be conſigned over. to another 


World; and have theic eyes cloſed by Mercy , and 


Grace in Chriſt: They would ſee the Salvation of 
God, and ſo departin Peace, 


LITITS 
0, 


But it may be objeted: Sceing theſe Motions are 06jed.. 


grantedto riſe from true convittion,. and not tobs 
diffimulation , or counterfcit pretence,- why may 
not they have the worth of true. Repentance ? 


Toanſwerthis: Let us conſider, pureconvittion, , 
+ and inlighived apprehenſion, and ctheaffeRions be- 


gotten of them, are no argument oftrue Goodneſs; 
where the light hath not a benign, and free. opera- 
tion upon the Judgment, an allurement upon the 


Will, 


ſt. 
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Will,an indearment uponthe Aﬀettions;roturnthem 
to a full delight, and fatisfaQtion in God andholineſs, 
&to adiflike and abhorrence of {tn. For elle,the Devils, 
who believe and tremble,raſt be thought Converts. For 
'who have clearer fight of things than they 2 Balaam, 
whole eyes were opened, and ſpoke {o great things 
of God, and his people, muſtbe concluded' a Good 
man. E/auand Judas who hado ſad apprehenfions of 
Sin, and their lofs by it,mult be affirmed to be Peni- 
tents. NebucadneFar's and Darius his acknowledg- 
ments of God mult be taken for rrue Grace. Herod 
his hearing 7ob» Baprifh gladly. - Felix his trembling ar 
Paul's Diicourſe, may be thought evidences of true 
Repenrance. 

Bur Secondly it may be ſuppoſed, becauſe rheſe 
yery convictions and affections are not univerſal ; bur 
we {ce multitudes go our of the World without them, 
carrying lirtle betrer than a decent and civil Reſpet 
ro Religion, that therefore there is ſomething of 
God, ſomething Heroiquein them, thar have them. 

This indeed may be no other, rhan the wiſe and 
| Government 'of G-d over the World; whereby 

e takes care, there ſhould be reſtimonies of himſelf, 
and the goodneſs of his ways : that Arheiſm, and 
wickedneſs may nor carry it, as if all weretheir own, 
as if there were an unexceptionable concurrence on 
their fide againſt God and Holineſs. For ashe re- 
ccives witnelsfromthe conſtanr,gracious and religious 
lives of good men, fo he conſtrains ſome of them, 
that have lived contrary to him all their lives, to give 
him glory at laſt, for the good of others, though 
without ſaving bench to rhemſelves. Which he may 
juſtly do, and withour any injury to them : Secing all 
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the ſervice, everycreature cando to him, is infinitely 
due, he may make ufe of that which is his own, ſo far 


3} 


as he pleaſes. And becauſe , the word Godputs in their Numa1-5 


mouths, is not their own, not ariſing our of the good 
greaſure of ther Hearts ( as appears in Balzam ) there- 
fore their everlaſting condition is not determined by 
ir, but by the conſtanr courſe of their former Life, the 
rue image of their Hearts, aswelſee inthe ſame Ba- 
ham, who after died by the J/aelites hand, whoſe 
greatneſs he had prophetied. YerlT will nor deny , but 
they may have their rewardin mitigation of puniſh- 
ment for any ſervice done to God. 

If God did not interpolethus ſometimes, he might 
ſcem vvanting in ſomething that concerned him, ar 
leaſt as a gracious Ruler of the World. He therefore 
over-rules ſome, vyho havelived fo, as ro make a con- 
ſtant Argument againſt him, and a furure ſtate ( ſo far 
as vvickedneſs could do it) to retrat the vyhole 
courſe of their Life, and = their Vote, foryyhat 
they had (o long vvithſtood. 

I yvill yer further add another cauſe of a Death-Bed 
Repentance, that ſometimes falls our tohave a moſt 
poyyertul influence , and: yer the Repentance that 
ſprings-from it, is very unſafe ro conhde in. 

Dying men are ofr under the Play and force of 
other mens reaſon and Religion. For it isageneral, 
and neceſſary Charity of men affected ro Religions 
themſelves, to offer rhe ſenſe of it ro others, inatime 
when they think ir likely ro be accepred,andſoinh- 
nitely neceſſary ; vvhich practice hovveyer needful , 
and moſt commendable ir ir ſelf,yer by accident may 
have raiſed higher the: opinion of a Dearh-Bed Repen- 
tance, and is ofren the occaſion of great Errorin the 


thingir ſelf. * For 
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For ſuppoſe aman followed with ſound and af. 
feRionate perſwaſions, to do all that may be done 
for his Soulin this exigent-; how conceivable jzit, 


. that man may be fo far wrought upon, as to enter- 


tain a preſent ſenſe of Religion., .and yet have no 
truce Life, no life that ariſes from a true intimate 
Principle. Burt as thoſe Bodies of Aire taken , and 
moved by Angels ſcem to perform the funRions of 
living bodies, yet do but ſeem to do ſo. for they 
havenoprinciple of life natural to them ; -bur aſſoon, 
as they are-forſaken by the Spirits that made uſe of 
them, they fly abroad, and diſperſe themſelves, 
Thus that generalſenſe of Conſcicnce, that lies ſcat- 
tered through the Soul, and unable for aQton, being 
gathered togetber andunired by good and holy ap- 
plications., and ated thereby, may have force 
{o long, asthatunion coatinues; but that diſcourſe 
that holds it together ceaſing , it immediately falls 
.aſunder.. and loſes its efficacy. 

The-ſtone that reccives motion from the Hand, 
that throwes it, goes on whilſt that motion lafts, 
when that is ſpent, itfallsto the gronnd-: ſo the force 
of exhortation ceaſes too often, when he that gives 
it, leaves thoſe to whom it was given. 

The inſtrument to which the Muſicians hand 

ives tune and voice lies dead when he deſerts it: 
Frans ſoul is made by God capable of re'igious tune 
and mo'ion, and while a sKil ful band playcs uponit, 
it maygivc that ſound very diftinaly, and yet have 
no Life in.it ſelf. | 

The ſtriking of Conſcience makes the Sparkes 
fly out, yea and ſometime Kindle in a flame, and 
yet it preſently dies. becauſe not ſupplied with a 


continual Oyl tofeed it, 
The. 


Of a Death-BedR epentanet. 


The mindofoneman isvery apt to receiyeimpreſſions 


' Trom "another, we fee whar paſſions and morions gre 


raiſed by an eloquent Speaker ; how the tinderſtMd- 
ig is carried captive, while the Orator works uponir: 
andyer all rhe aFe@hion thus blown up falls flat again, 
when the brear'1 that fyvell' d irlies ſtill, and is apr to 
be carried the contrary way by croſs perſwations 
cqually infinuatcd. 

How much more may this bein religious things; 
Conſcicncebeinglo caſily ſtirr'd by ſuch applications, 
as we ſee in Felix , 'rhough. ir is as caſily becalmed, 
when ſinful luſts through the efficacy of cempration 
are loud and high. | 

And all this is-certainly much cafilierdone near 
Death ; 'yyhen men arc © ſoft, that theyare apt ro 
take any ſtamp, 'ſo melting, as to'be gathered'into 
any mould. *' 

Ir is poſlible for one mans fpirit'to G__— 
for ſome conſiderable ſpace of time, as'vve ſee in'Tebot- 


adas influence upon 194/p , who vvyas noryet all that 2 Kin.iz- 


time poſſeſſed vvith the things themſelves, vyhereunr 
he was direded. | 

Bur true Repentance is a frame ſerup by the ſpirit 
of God in the my ſubſiſting by thar ſpirit upon ir 
ſelf, andmakes uſc only of all Helps fttibordinated to 
it, by the viſdom of that Spirit; but doth not hve 
from that Help, but tromiit ſeltrhrough rhar Spirit, irs 
lupreme Life. 

To dravy theſe things therefore ro a ſum, Tr yvill 


appear, after -all theſe cauſes haye done, vvhar they , 


can, theſe great Errors follovvingare generally tound, 


| and alyyays to be ſuſpected in a Dearh-Bea Repen- 


Fame. 
| F-1 1. In 
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Of.a Death-Bed Repentanee. 

1; In a Death-Bed Repentance, There is-only- a Judg- 
ment made of the caſe of Frernity, conſidercd by it: 
ſ{cK-and without a counecrpoiſe: The. excellency 
of God and cternal thingsare minded; . asthey ſtand. 
out of the aireof Temptation.. Now though rhis he 
& g006. aggorranity for-cthe firſt conſideration , ,ycr 
that conſideratipn nwſt grow fo ſtrong. as to retain 
the ſame ſenſe, inthe milk of all prercnces from the 
World and Satban. Eltfe.in the time of Tempration: 
this Repentance.falls away,:, »» < For there may be 
% pas Se apprehenfions, which may.make deep im- 
ec n, nor only in the Brain and Phancy , bur 
« upon our AﬀecCtions ,. whileſt theſe are calm;. and 
«unprevok'd, and yer beth the apprehenſion and im- 
« preſſion quick)y vaniſh upon theſtarting,. or proyo- 
« cation of. contrary Fancies or AﬀeRions, . 

When the Blood cools inthe Veins,” and the {pirits 
are ready.toſtand ſtill, whenaman is no longer to live. 
in the. world, tbe /eaſon of the pleaſures of S122 is over,. 
thenro calt our his.luſts, Y7bat excellent thing does he ? 


Mat-5;46. Aves 207 even nature, Whether be will or ns, the ſame ? 


Heb.11.25 


True Repentance encounters rempration,. and re- 
liſts unto blood ; when thoſe plealures of Sin are ar 
the height, and the tide of corruprion from within 
ſpells moſt. 45 Moſcs choſe to ſuffer afftiition with the 
eople of God rather than to enjoy the. pleaſures. of ſin for 
| [cafon » although they. were intheir gro+« ung, and , 
aſcending morning. Repentance vvill not-vvorſhip- 
thatSun in the Eaſt Itis a very {mall thing to deſpilc 


_ ttinthe VVelſt, and juſt a ſcrting, tochoole Religion 


when there. is nothing to yye yvath its 
2. It is notacanlideration of heaycnly rhings in 
their. true yyorth, but only as. recommended by the: 
: preſens 


Of a Death-Bed Repentanet. 
preſent neceſbry. For who would not diethe Death 
of rhe Righteous? And have his latter end like his? 
Every man at that time would be glad to find, he 
hath lived well : and he that hath lived worſt, except 
hebe ourragious in prophanecnels, will wiſh, he had 
lived bercer. Erernity at hand gives yalue to all Holi- 
neſs, and feriſe of God, in ſpight of the Worlds and 
leſſens all things elſe to 4 norhing , and leſs than ne- 


thing ; imprints a ghaſtlincſs and horror upon all v4.4. 


wickednels and ſenſuality. The thirty pieces are ne- 
thing worth , and the innocent blood above dll value, 


when met ſaffer in the agonics of Conſgietice, and 
fears ofrhe 'apptoaching Judge. 4 houſe full þ Sher 


and Gold will notbuy a man to reſiſt God , when in- $4-22-rt 
deed he appearsto biun , when the terrible Majeſty 0- icy n. 1s. 


pens itſelf,” whar is ſo precious,; that men willno: js 
0 the Bats and Moles? When the breath 5 goir = | 
of the noſtrils.” how precious is Repentance "Kath, | 
a pardon in Chriſt, a happy Ecernity? Tothoſe,who 
have heretofore ſlighted - 224 asthe oft-{coyring of 
all rhings. ig TS... 

Butrheſe things are always fo rich, V Vigdomig al- - + 
was ſo precious, that it Iiſthaing to, borrow eſteem 
from a rginute of extremity: and theretate-it moſt 
often falls out, that thoſe who would none of its 
counſel, bur deſpiſed all irs reproofe, when-theKome - 
to ſeek ir early , carinot find it,: bur ic Jaughs ar thei 
calamity, 4smen laugh ar the unhappineſs of Fook, 
thar would nor be correqted intheir folly , till their 
miſery conture their confidence. nm 

3 From-henccir followes, Thatrhjs Repenrancs 
is a choice, when there is no other choice ;| if a man 
loyed his fins, or the worldneyer 1o paſſionately , he * 
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44% Of a Death-Bed Repentance. 
muſt leave.them; if hediſliked God;. and .his Holi- 
neſs, and an everlaſting abode with him, to the ut- 
moſt ;. yet he.is even forced upon them, or daſhed 
upon an cternal miſery, and unhappineſs; w hich iris 
impoſlible ro choole : and therefore. though he 
would not chooſe the.holy ways of God,.if he:might 
ſill enjoy. former vanity, yer that, being ourof his 

reach and way, He muſt take whar js ro he.had... The 

,, ſenſetherefore is no more than this, All theſethings 
oe hoe ACC good, when a man is juſt a Dying; bur whilc he 
eft,qwd yes, and can haverhe world, they are troubleſome 
p quog and -unprofitable; 'Death makes them pood, .upop 
non poreſt this account only, becauſe elſe there would be ſome- 
videri®** thing worſe; and there can-no longer be. any rhi 
pe;ſmo . better. Aman is now willingto offer a Life he hatb 
«par: notto give, butEternallife isnort worth any part X 
gmint': *rhar life-he thinks in his power to do ang: 1-8 el 
reflpiſcere,” with: Ler us then obferve ar what cate ir is ſer, . tor 
rojra to uſe Terrallian's words in another caſe, we. may: 
ardere.Ce- thus reaſon; 7 < VVhat amean ſort of. goodis this, 
ren f 6 that only cxecls- puniſhment; which needs the 
Pletionem © worſt of ſtares. for a Foil ro irſelf, that, ir may be 
cogiror be rhooght Good? 'It is. good to repent, and be faved,. 
nun 4, «becauſe vyho' can dvvell vith everlaſting burnings? 
bomen ef; © Birif it muſt purchaſe the reputation of beſng Good 
Nliiefrs. from Evil, ir is tot ſo much a Good, as alovyer de- 
rin, gued ' gree of Evil; which while the greater evil eccliples. 
alrior  <<zr ig: compellecd-as it vyere to accept the name of a 
_—_ ry « 000d, being driven upon the confines of goodneſs. 
nomen boni«by the violence of greater evil. . 
—_ 4+ This -Repenrance is-nart the Free,, bur inflaved 
Mens. Jadgment and' Choige 'of the Soul,” as men caſt our 
gewd. "Goodsin aStorm;and tereive 2 povyer tg rulq over 
avs. 74 adore oor to 7 POT ST 


Of aDeath-Bed Repentance. 
them,thar they cannor endure,bur thatir is too ſtrong 
forthem.Men are-afraid whar God will do rothem, 
therefore. they ſubmit. His enemies in heart ars 
found liars tokich ,they flatter him with their mouth, 
as ;ulian oppreſled- by the Almightineſs of Chriſt, is 
ſtoried ro have cried out, Fici/## Galilee, Thou haſt 
ayercome:me, Galilean. Thus they are overcome by 
Death, andthe apprehenſion of Judgment. In rhe 
fghtand view. of-the danger men reſfolyerto part with 
their ſins. Let but that remove, they call for theiv 
fins again, as Mariners with for their goods aftercbe 
Storm. . They. throw up their luſts in their ſicknels; 
but drink chem-in\when their trouble is paſt, as #he 


Dog returnes to: his vamit. In all this there is nothing; , p4.2.142: 


of the love of Gcd.. 

5: In this: Repenrance, the Soul of it is generally 
a;pirzful mean Self-love, eyen the' meaneſt kind 
imaginable, wherein a man conſiders: himſelf as 4 
Creature in; being, and likely, or atlcaſtpoſſibleto 
he for ever;wiuhourany apprehenſion of-himſelf,as a 
raaional creature made for God, 8&-the enjoyment of 
him,in conforming with whom his happineſs conſilts, 
and in the: reſting tor ever in-his love. Ofthis part he 
hathno diſtin appreherthgn, only he would behap- 

though he. knowsnot what itis, or rather he would 
not be miſerable; yer even that he truely underſtands 
not. . Butas the Jev: s:faidro Chriſt, when heſpake ro 
them of theBread of Lic, Lord evermoye give ns this 
bread; and yet were ſcandalized at his explanation” 
ofhimſclt ro bethat Bread, fofar as to Kavek 
the Phariſees hearing of 2he Yineyard to bt let ont to other 


: 1 lohns6.14- 
im. And 2614 


Husband-men, and the Judgment upon'themſelvesLuk. 20.6 


to be executcd, Cried out: God forbrd', yer run ons 
| 18 


Of a Death-Bed Repentance. + 
in the fin, 'that broughe ic upon them. | 
This little point of Selt-loye:inro. which all & 
crowded is cnnobled with no fight of the excellency 
of the things themſelves, or a dne cftimation of them, 
as therrue pleaſure, and joy of an imumorral ſpirit. 
This is not that allowable love of a mans (elf, 
which incircles ir (elf within-the love of :God, as the 
lefler Circle is comprechended by the. greater , bur 
this either leaves our thar loye wholly, ordebaſcs.ir 
ro baſcſt ſelf. 
- Ler us now-.compare both{idegrogerher, and ſee 
how much truc Repentance differs tromhar, which 
ts always to be feared, leſtitſhould be the height of 
the Death-Bed : and of that which harhbeenſpoken, 
this is the ſum, 

True Repentance is-the-moſt free tledtion of the 
Soul inabled by. the Grace of Godz.upon a'clear, 
and juſt diate of the Judgment , attended with fan- 
cereſt affeRion,to give up it ſelf ro} Godthrough Jeſus 


Thrift, and when ir.is moſt ir {clf, .nort under any 


arrcgular fear or conſtraint, and { ar leaft would be 
the ſame) in atume, when it hath all the-probability 
that can berolay hold upon things preſent. 

Theo ther Repentance ariſcs froma Soul all tron- 
dled, and diſcompoſed with the throwes of Death, 
the fears of Hell, the doubts whar will become of it 
in another World, the uproars of a-gailey Conſci- 
ence; when it ſuppoles it ſelf-neceffarily arthe full 
Kop ofirs former courſes, by being cur off from longer 
Like, in the midlt of all which-ariſe yehement re(0- 
lations to turn from fin to God, and poſſibly with 
many fair __— bur without opportuniry to 
give provoke of themclyes. 5 

ct 
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Of a Death-RBed Repentance. 
her any one Judge berween theſe rwo: Repentan- 
_ andaccordingly even counſel himſelf concerning 
Gm. 
Yet I muſt acknowledg this Diſcourſe ſubje& ro 
theſe follovving limitations, $102 
1, Thar the Arguments I have inſiſted upon pre. 
yail not only againſt a Deerh-Bed Repenrance , bur a- 
gainſt all Repentances, that have no higher ſpirit ro 
move- them, than. vvhar I have novy repreſented; 
from hence therefore vyemayrake the trial of ourRe- 
pemancc ia general, for though a Death-Bed is moſt 
lubjceR to thele miſtakes, yer vvharever Repentance 
falls under them,is by reaſon of them invalid; andthe 
larerany Repentance is, or the more it is occaſioned 


by any extremity, vyhich ir doth notour-live, the more 


ſubjet it isito them. . 

2. WhatlT have faidis norar all ro- beunderſtood 
ofthe perfeRting and conſummatring Repentance, by 
higher and fuller a&ts toyvards (God at Death, though 
enforced by the preſent circumſtances of the Eaſe. 
For true Repentance running through theyvholelitg 
takcsadvantage of cvcry thing,much more of ſo con-- 
iderable an opportunity to unite all our ftrengrh far 
God, as a. Death-Bed brings vvich ir. All that hath 
been ſpoken is deſignedagainſtrruſting ro the Exrreme 
auctzon of a Dying Repenrancse, juſtthen begun. 

z- Have before refolved upon that tenderefſt Doc- 
trine, thatir is poſſible among all the unhappy cic- 
eumſtances of a Dying-Bed, there yer-may be this. 
trac Act ofthe Underſtanding, Will;': and Afettions 
turning to God ;- and if there be this, itwvould be the 
ſame and alike, hovvever theſe circumſtances alter, 
andth en it. excels thoſe remporary amendments un- 

| | derraken» 
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q8 _ Of aDeath-Bed Repentance. 
dertakenin thetreeſt times oflif.Bur becauſe iris bur 
poſhble and fo almoſt impoſltble, fo unhappy a Caſe, 
(asnot to have repented till juſt vve dye ) th ould fall 
out ſo happily, the- intention of this :Diſcourſe ſtands 
good notwithſtanding. 
--'4. 'Laoknowledg, rhe choice of the Sonl can never 
be lo free, 'bur it muſt. be-ſubje&@ to inftinirely the 
moſt worchy and prepondcrating conſiderations: of 
the love and goodneſs of God , rhe Redemption of 
Chriſt, the greatneſs of cternal:Happineſs.moſt in- 
dearing on one lide;of the fear & terror'ofthe Lord, 
the loſs of a Soul, everlaſting perdition, 'moſt per- 
-{waſive on the other fide , ſo thatif aman cannor be 
free in his choice of Religion, oxcept he chooſe ir 
without the force of any fuch-confideration, he'can 
never bear all free, fortheſe are onall 1ides of him: 
And further , there is:always .the ſupreme motion 
of the .Grace of :God, vvi:ich does nor lefſen, but 
Keer and cxalt the treedomot the W ill rovyards God. 
Fhe-difference then beryveen true and falſe Re- 
pentance in this particular is the lame, that is be- 
tyvecn juſt and rational conſideration of .all the:mo- 
tives of Hope and Fear: And the hurry of them 
moving us not intellectually , but as a Tempeſt, - or - 
vvith the force of a.mecr Engine. 2. Betyveen the 
higheſt reaſons carrying the- chicteft force, - and 
leading along vvith them rhe lovver ones, and the 
lover doing all vvithout the higher, for vvant of 
vvhichthey are Senſual or Helliſh. 3. Bervvccnthe 
government of meer Providence, and of theSpirit-of 
God. 4. Bervvcen the Repentance of « a, Eſau, 
Ser, Judas , and the Repentance of Dawd, Manaſſch, 
Peter , and Pand. 
5. I 


Of a Death-Bed Repeiitante. 

5. Iacknowledg the firſt preparations of r: e Soul 
'by God for himſelt, may be with a greardeal of noiſe 
and confulion; Clouds and Darkneſs ave the Duſt of h1s 
Feet, Storms go before him to prepare this day, while 
theſc laft ; there cannot be a ſerenecalm At of rhe 


"Soul, and he thar doth nor live till he hear rhat fil! 


wvoice., mv which God is, 4s in 'grear'danger of be- 
ing loſt in'the Storm. Bur if our ofthis darkneſs, and 
confufion , a holy and gracious ſettlement proceed ; 
At is not the worle tor being fo introduced, bur is 
agreeable» with the-uſual merhod of God. 

The fourth Head I propoſed , is to weigh the Re- 
pentanceef the 'trucificd AMalefactor againlt our com- 


mon Death-Bed Repentances, which duely performed 


will be of great force againſt preſumption , rather 
than miniſter it any confidence. 

\.For weſhall find ſomuch gatheredrogerher, and 

preſſed downinto it, thatas Jewels have their riches 
1nalietle room, 10 his ſhorr life of pennency had an 
age of Repentrance 1N it. 
- It is ſo compoſed of extraordinaries, that ir can 
give very little encouragment in ordinary Cales, ex- 
cept jult chus much; that Repentance at Death is no 
abſolute impoſſibility. 

3. 'Ler us obſerve how his Repenrance look'd to 
the ſeveral parrs of repentance; for though it had hut 
littlerime in-this World to breathin, yet with cxtra- 
' ordinary diligence, it was buſte in all the great; and 
moſt concerning points. Yet account this of the 
leaſt remark inthe Hiſtory of his Repentance, be- 
, cauſe it is eaſily imitable, That in which it excelled 
was the Evidences of ſincerity ir cartied. 

x.” Yet take notice of bis fenſe and acknowledg- 

G ment 
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FO Of a Death-Bed Repentauce: 
Mernum cnt of Sin, which was not only a. conſeflian of 
<fpen;- Words, but of his very ſoul, force iberating things 
entie fg in a moment,heprorounced: himſclf worthy of ric 
neſue ic. condemnation, and puniſhment be endured. 1 con- 
quleſers, fels this.is not lo infrequent in thofe, who have for- 
120 >fcitedtheir lives to Juſtice, but how off isit rather 

aformility, than the inward {cn{e of the. mind: con- 

decently afteted? and'poſſibly if we look upen the 

out-ſide of things, we can find no. great diftcrence 

between him and'others.. Yet it is-aneccflacy part 

Pe.51.17 of Repentance,. The ſacrifite of Ged is ahrokew and con- 
true heart. | Er 94:04 

2. Inhis Repentance lay a.lively Faith in Chritt, 
firſt. reſting upon the principle, avd truth of the 
thing; Tnat Chriſt wes a juft perfon, that be had a 
Kingdom, andthcn a:particular application to him 
for mercy , Lord. remember me when than comeſh into. 
thy Kingdom. 

3. Aquick ſenſe-of Eternity ſupplied:ivigor ta his 
Repentance, an evident fight of tomerhing be youd 
this World. For. what more excites the foul , and 
ſhewsit the neceſlity of a gracious change , than an 
everlaſting condition appearirg to it? Fo this end 

zNim-110 hath Jeſus 'Chriit brought. life aud immoxtality to light, 
of: which this Penitent made a very full confefiion;; 
Lord remember me when themcanmeft into thy Kingdom. 

He ſaw a Kingdom beyond the Croſs and Death... 
4, An eargelitdefire ro promote and' propagate a 
ſenſe of God into the Hearts of, others was the im- 
mediate fruit of this malcfaRors. Repentance. He 


admoniſhes the impenitent Thief onthe other fide, 
Doft then not fear Gody? He had fuck a reverence of 


God.L1as be expoltulates the want ob-3 ig the.gther 


as 


UMI 


Of a Death-Bed Repentants. 
as monſtrous and horrid. His deſfian wits al'o ex- 
cceding compaſlionate, as well as piots: For it 
ws an endeavour full of charity , deſirous his guilty 
fcllow-ſufferer ſhould be brougnt incoche {ame con- 
dition with himſcit. We want much of the compaſ- 
fion duc to the Souls of others, becaute we are fo 
inſenſfible of the miſery of our own 3 and taſte but 
little of the {weetrels of Reconciliationand Grace': 
Bur when we driok largely out of theſe Fountains , 
we derive the St cams upon others, that haye flowed 
upon our ſclves. 

All theſe things were evidently much to the pur- 
poſe, if welook upon themſclves; Yer were therc 
nothing more extraordinary in them, we m ghe 
doubt whetber they were any more than the good 
Moad, into which principles of Conſcience excired 
by the unhappineſs of his condition might put him : 
Let us then conſider the evidence, that all this was 
truely ſupernatural; for Faccount it no injury to fo 
memorable a Repentance to ſuppoſe , that as great 
and fair an outlide may have fail'd ofParadife, into 
which he entred. But, 

2. Theacknowledgment he made of Chriſt gives 
teſtimony to him in two things. 

I. That ic was made , when Chriſt was under all 
the infamy, and miſery of a ſhameful, and painful 
Death, and nothing to make ſuch agreatneſs, as he 
aſcrib:d to him probable. Among us that in general 
Language ſpeak honourably of Chriſt, profeſſions 
of him arc cheap, and prove nothing: Bur if one 
bred in Furciime , or Judaifme, ſhoald confels him, 
it would argue much more; yet not fo much as in 
this malefator, who faw him in fo deſpicable a 
G 2 Kate: 
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ſtate : whereas now ſo grcat a part of the Worlt 
AQs 1:9. acknowledging him, hath carried him upto Heaven, 
asit were in that C loud, Wherein he aſcended long ago, 
and hid zhe reproach of / is Croſs inlobigha Glory. 
To confeſs him in his worſt cftate;, ane before 
' any thing of:che conſequence was known, vas very 
- — great:aChriſt was revealed ro himgot by Fleſh and Blood} 
fder, ſed butby God bimſeclt. Such an Heroicknels is indeed 
nex mini. necell;ry to aflure a Dearh-Bed Repentance, which had 
ma. Aug "ASE 
Ser. 122, need be:asgreat, asitis late, vyhen mendo not live 
deTewp. tofee the ordinary fruits of it.. | 
pat wo a He that could (ce Chriſt, and his Glory, through 
aſenſibs: ſo darka vail;had bis Eyes annointed with that Eye-[aln'e; 
renerf Chriſt ſpeaks of b. 
retwet, We findthe Apoſtles, vyho had ſeenhis miracles; 
Grot. heard lis divine Diſcourſes , made long acknovv- 
ledsments of him, vvere' fearfully ſhaken by this 
*- afſavlt of the power of darkneſ3upon him; even to a de- 
Quand  {pair, that he vvasthe Chriſt. But vvhile they vvere 
paſſu ef ina (woon of Faith, this Faichwith Chriſttriumphed 
— over Principalitics and Povvers, even on:the- Croſs: 
nas Welookingupon the things of Chriſtianity in the 
quodipſeeſ* common Proteſlion of the Nation, Itisabard thing 
—_— forusto ſee them othervviſe, than that: caſtsth=w, 
vi8i ſunt as it vvould beforthoſe, that have knovvn nothing- 
_— but. !he Religion of Mahomer, Paganiſm , or the 
7didis JevviſhSynagogue,.to rake up upon ihe ſudden the 
qxan4 il DoRrineof Chciſtianity againſt thzir ovyn. 
_— We belicving not vvith. our oyvn Faith-, bur 
3n Pſal-68 yulgar opi: ion, caſily make a confesſfion-of Chriſt ; 
yetoftentimes the povver aud ſaving cffeR of it is 
farſrom us, as from thoſe thet are ftrangersto him:- 
iamctimcs they that come. from the Ealt, and from: 


Rey. 3.1 


th C.- 
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the Weſt, fir down in the Kingdom of God, when 
the Children of the Kingdom arethruft our. 

The acknowledgment of Chriſt in- thoſe times, 
was a much fairer evidence, thanit can be now ;. 1er 
withourtinward Grace was nothing then > much lels 
mult it needsbe ro us, who have itmade ready to our: 
hands by Education and: common conſent in it, we 
muſt therefore the more narrowly obſerye , what 
Charatters the truth of Chriſt imprints upon our 
Hearts. (1 

2. This acknowledgment was.made without any namque 
mahner of inducement, or temptation to it , from pordere 
ourward advantages, it could poſbbly afford ; but #Z"/w 
rather an increaſe of ſhame and ſcorn was to be ex- wmgue 
pedted from it; andrhar if it were poſſible, he ſhould 74 = 
{uffer the ſecond rime for ſich a confeſſion, and}; mis 
become of. a maletator a Martyr. .. Nay further , 4«<«ppen+ 
there-was no Difate of natural: conſcience., that = 
could incline him to it, for that runs not.into the ef Domi-| 
confeflion of Chriſt, nor is any way quieted con; _ 
cerning former ſins. through ſuch.a confeſſion ; but _ 
eyes (30d only, and moral rightcouſnel(s : Laſtly no # ſ*iſee 
general Tradition prompred him to it, theJews at 7% ,10. 
tharrime condemning him. Butin us, all applicati- «s. Augu. 
ons ro Chriſt are ſecuring our ſelyes in the common Je an 
Barque, and keeps us from being cenſured, as PEO- Origine, 
phane, and irreligious perſons.. For to dye withour- - 
any addreſs ro Chriſt, is accounted very ungodly,and 
ſenſleſs of a futureſtate ; but ro deny him, monſtrous: 
and deſperate. Further Chriſtianity is incorporated 
with our natural Ptinciples, ſo that they never move, 
or heave themſelves in us, but that alſo riſes.witly. 
them. | 


Noyy? 


5+ 
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Novw iris of great rt. tr an the tryal of Sin- 
ccrity, upon whargrounds and motives we do, whar 
we-do ; andr*c more we canclearic from inferiour 
fprings , the more certainly ir is Grace deſcending from 
above, and reſting upon us. 

Every onetherefote that would juſtific a Death-Bed 
Repentance, muſt excecdall common forts of Repen- 
tance, cle he cannot enter into'the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Nay he muſt do ſomething, -that in the 
little ſpace-of time , he hath to do itin, muſt equal 
a courſe of amendment of Life, muſt be as great in 
him, -as this Repentance of the Thief. 

And do-but think, if ourFaith were to cut thoſe 
waves, bis was to pals, torow againſt ſuch aſtream, 
#0 removeſuch mountains, among how many thou'ands 
there would be found a Faith todo it, we ſhould 
immediately beſtopp'd, and ſunk, and caſt away, and 
loſt. Yer ſuch arc they we areto pals through into 


eternal] life, though of different circumſtances from 


his, | 
Bur after all I'will allowir poflible , there might be 
a ſecrerflayy in this yvholepenitent deportment, vve 
noyy jaſ{iſt upon ; -and that it far'd vvith him as vvith 


| Jomeamong us, 'vvho after a vvicked and debauched 


a Ki-2.28, 


Life fly to the Sanctuary ofthe RomiſhReligion ( as 
Joab to the horns of the Altar.) To reconciliation 
vvhereyvith Hopeleſncls of any good from that they 
have ſo log ſinncd againſt, and natural ſyperſtition 


- hurry them. So this perfon hearing a grear Fame of 


Chriſt, and oblerving his pretence high, might lay 
hold upon him in adcſperare Caſe, if peradventure 
any thing of good might follovy onit: Ir being very 
incidental to the nature of man to caſt himſelt upon 


Religi.. 
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Religion , when. alt clfe fails, andupon onenevv. to 
him, vvhen he bath offended againſt the old' one , 
beyond hope: of pardon; vyhence'men generally 
receive this recompence, that Conſcience is-put in- 
to amaze, having nothing at preſentto ſay againſt ir. 

Andhadabrs been the top of his Cafe ,, thax ithad 
been thus, could it haye been ſaving? Nay:'thar it 
might poſlibly have been chus, thoagh indeed irthad 
been othervvile, yer this very liableneſs ro ſach amil- 
mke hadunpcakably abated the rational ſecurity, and. 
laſety of his:;cdnditions fo that there had remained 
good caafefor Cotifcience to have miltraſted»>yyhich 
vvay bis condition vyould have fatten to Eternity: 

The: Third thing therefore, that gave him, and _ 
gives to- all Ages undoubted Teſtimony ofthe-rrath |. - 
of his converiton, is themmediare atteſtktfotrro* that 
wrath, andfinccricy.of ir, ' This asy ſpall rhowbe with me 
ts Paradiſe. Novy that Repenranee whiehemersinto- 
Heaven, thar paſſes into Paradiſe, noe hinder'd by 
thale flamrng: Cherubrof divine wh, that vehich is. 

» #thin the Dapr ,; before the Maſter of rhe Hoa fe ain x 
4p end hath ſhun it: to; dar is ettr Repenitance and, 
roſperous, anc ſucceſsful, hovylare fover. Bur to- 
Lk that it istrue; ' vvhen ir'ts ſo lare; needs'a voice. 
from Heaven, or ſomething proportionaFegy ir' t0- 
—— 'as & atrerto be utged.. - 2 yy 
the lafÞ thing I/take notice of in this Repenn-, 
tance:.is. the unparalctlable' citcumſltance of time, 
wherein it vvas accepred;. | 

i.. It wasinthe time of a publick Aﬀof mercy to» 
the Warld, God was #7 love ro munkind giving hizanty 101-16. 
kegottem Ser. . Chrifl'w as evuing himſelf athir time. T5426 
Ehcrefore chat there ſhould be an-Inftance'and'Mo- 
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mumenr of this Mercy, ſcem'd condecent-roſ6 grear 
and ſolcmn.atime. 

2. This Penicent ſtood cloſe ro thar Egorihce, thee 
was offcring ir ſelf upro God: He ſtood within tic 
Savour,:the Odor, the Incenſe of it. That Sacrifice. 

\ Pe 18#hat purchaſes men from acvaintonuerſXion,that drawes 
-down all rhe: Bleſſings ot. Salvation; that 'thereforc 
the force of-irſhould reach ſo near it ſelf; is not 
ſtrange: I know no nearnels of place fignifics at all. 
How: many. law .his Miracles, heard him Preach , 

; look'd upon -him Dying, withauribenefir ; yerwds 
his picſencelſoas bo pleaſed, full of Divine "fects, 


oYV:m Thartherefore there ſhould be an experiment of 1o 


werſam 1 great a Ballom, juſt as it was preparing, was moſt 


reddsdit 
Chriſtus + 4uitable, | Pye 


diabolo, *_1 13s, kt Jas mn the times: thar Chriſt. \yas BY1uMm mpting 
qnemadme; ger Pro gepettHtes,. and Powers, and muking a shew of 


—_— F#hem opentympon the very Groſs, o Thathe ould bear 
vendo bo, onthe; Fagld the prey taken our of the mouth of 


eminem ab |. 
tulerat de ;thepr aud Foc, was very agreeableto the. cxpcaation 


Worn .logreaaſonqueray raiſes.” Galoſ. 2.15." 


Pc chrfius . Bur whogygr <onliders the Thick on achobike lice 
confirencen NOT Converted, or-layed,' will ind cauſe .ro- obſerve: 
ervere: de The Salvation of Chriſt doth nar {weep the: World, 


— nd but. is rarclicr' vouchſated,rhan wethink; I hataman 


eerdico may dye without going to;Heaven;. That rhicmercy 
rempre- of che Goſpel igmolt ,arbirtaryandſayetcign,dhool- 


Jumentem © * 


decepit ingandleayings Thar it depends not owtumane ex- 
3 pen* pecation, or any ſuperſtitious; phancies ,, rhat have 
— — raiſed abgutthe- Crois of Chriſt;: torſo much 


anal; 
| apt, appearsby. one.only takenhere, the other left; though 
ani Ayu upon.thgCrols rogerher,wirh Chrift, and near him 


De Temp. iN the great and:mediatory- Acts; whothat conſiders 
| wall 
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a#inottrembleto think of one left in his ſins, falling 

down into Hcl trom ſuch aHcaven as Chrilt in his 

great At of Redemption. 

And-alrhough it may be truly ſaid, It was the faulc, 

«and negligence , and obſtinacy of the unconverted 
malctactor, that he-diq nor uſe arightthe'Grace offer- 

£d, or the Light vouchfafed him; yer irt:doth not 
alleviate the danger, for it ſtill remams very uncer- 
tain to w hom God will give a Heart ro uſe opportu- 
-nitics aright, though they have thenrfrom God with 

an cqual liberality, as thoſe that do ſo improverhem. work 

, Bur indeed, the ſupremacy of Grace is here very ———_ 
much acknowledged by all, thata ray of theDiviniry 46vine 
of Chriſt with infinice kindneſs {mote his Soul. ng 
infer nothing trom that more improbable, and un- exemp/un 
nccellary increaſe 4 ſome Interpreters give the Mi- 9m ſer 


racle, That he was converted afeer he had jcyned —_ 
with the other malctactor inreproaching Chriſt. Gas m 


Upon the whole then of rhis example, lermen 54 6. 
that would be befriended by a Dying Repertance, Cx- In locum. 
amine whether cheſe things found in this Example I 
arelikero meet upon them. -I willnor fay, till there. 
bea time, afulneſs of time, wherein Chriſt ſhall ze-efcium 
againdye for{mners, ſuch a Repemranceis not ro be _ __ 
expected; duri may ſafely {ay,he thatin the obſerva- g, yg te. 
tion of this cxample truſts himſelf ro a Dying Repen- mere cre. 
#ancelhould (trangle hisprefumprion with this Inter- _ = 

rogation, willthere ever be ſuch a conjun@ion,as WAS cie: , 
here,again, while the World endures? __ 

I come nowto the laft Head of downright Argu- ———_ 
ments againſt .commirring our. Erernal ſtate ro a 
Dearh-Bed Repriitance. »*it 4 var! 

1. Itis againſt allthe AT” providence ofa 


Man 
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man lecing. no man knows what kind of Deatlibe - 
{þall dyes whether. it willafford him the pofhbiliries . 
of repenting, how many dye ſuddenly, and in fo - 


ſhort a Breath, that they have nor time to defire 


mercy in, general, how many of Apoplexies ſcizing - 


upon-the very Topof fenſe ar firſt; many by. Phren- 
fics have no rational morion of rchemlſelves, innume- 
rable Accidents / and oftimes made dreadtul by the 
wickedneſs wherewith they have been accompanied ) 
haveſnatch'd away mcnin a moment. Such are taker 
away living and iu bis wrath befare the Pats can feel rhe 
Pal. 53 9 2} 8r75, before ever tholc haſty flames of motion to- 
wards God blown up for ſuch an .extremity can be 
raiſed, Such are taken. in rhe very manner withour fo 


much rime as to put oft the Eyery-Day.Habirof Sin, 


Lev. 10. 5- like theſe that were carried aut deadin their Coats. 


And though from the, ordinary manner of Dying, 
vve.may hope for the yvarning ordinarily given; yer . 
vve.ſceothers-ſurprized, vv;o have hadthe ſame rea- . 


ſonsof Hope vvith our ſclves ; We cannot then vvith- 


Pro.37-7, out madnets truſt our ſclyesro accident, or. boaſt our - 


ſelves of to merrov', of volch vie knovy not. vybar is . 


- within it, ſeeing. the futures vvholy concealed from 
us;.. They that meke 4 Covenant With death,aud are at as 


Ifa.2$.18 
Ke, 


— 


agreement with Hell meet-xith nothing but perfidliouſme/s, 
when the owverflawing ſcaurge approaches Mew, Gehe _- | 


{ rends their refuge of. tes. If vye-vvere provided. 
port bur one lingleaccident, even thay may tall 


upon us. yvith the ruin, tharall rhereſt couldbring, 


eycry thing juſt-as he -vvould haveir; andthereby. 
afordhimics the ſeafon he thinks necetfarytor ſuch 
| a 


S 
— - - 


Let aman examine, yvherher he can chooſe his 
Neath, and defign the circumftances of. ir-and place - 


} 
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-apurpole; Bur yyho is fo fooliſh as rounderrake this 
He that builds upon ground, that is none of his ovvn, 
is like to have all his Frame overturned atthe pleaſure 
of another ; :God derides this-Folly , 'yvho hath all 
' things in his oyvn hand, and diſpoſes them vvithour 
our knoyvledg. Go 200 yet that ſay , To day or to morrow lam. 4.13. 
we will go to ſuch a place, and bny, and ſell, and get gain: 
Bur oh miſerable is he that thinks, asGod, 70 lay the 
: beams of hrs Chambers,thathe builds forhis eternal reſt 
in the Waters, theflovving ineerrainty of fururctime3 
vvherehe hath nothing ro do , and oyerſces the pro- 
_ Reſt appointed him by God, ſeeing both _— 
 tumprion , 'and hisprophane negligence are likely ro 
be puniſhed rogether. For indeed he that is yvicked- 
ly rs gal, of.yvhar Gad aftords rim, as bis, andis 
bold ro-entrenchupon the future, yvhich is Gods, 
vvhen he comics. ro it,, (finds it full-and-pollefied al- 
ready, vvith vyhat God hath provided forit; forhere 
isno room for his projed, -bur he periſhes for cyer 
in the dilappoitntment. | 

2. It is-againſt.our Daty, and all the Obligations, 
' that lycon ws3 \Forit isas if aman ſhould fay roGod, ,,,,., ., 
-I knovy itis' my Duty, and the cnd of my Life, and «pud pe- 
+rhe. providence thou cxerciſcſt rowards me, 'rhat I 9 94endo 
ſhould:noyviferve thee, and give up my ſelfro'thee; puuciepe- 
Burt I begof-thec,thatwhilec I live, I-may live in myluſts nienrie in 
& {enſualirics,and vyhen Iam to dyeand go ourof tho 
world, and(hal! have nomore time and letſfure for any liberins 
thing;el(e, I ſhall then have nothing to do, bur to look Per. 
cowards thee, & heſecch thy fayour;and leave my ſins; 5,,5'.10. 
I defiretheethertior- to ſtay for my Repentance rilf 
then,and.when I canno longer enjoythe World;then 
'rogrant me aKingdom \ thy ſelf, andrhe ms” 

2 0 
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of thy own happineſs : for though I [all diſlononr 
thee in thetract of my Life, yer 1 v jlI rerratt it all in 
a breath. How horribly contemptuous of God doth 
this appear, how affronting and bl:fphemous? and 
yer this is the very ſenſc of deterring Repentance, 
WW! Death. 

This is the greacc{t: immorality and-irretigion , for 
it deſtroyes the reaſon of our Bring on carth , v hich 
is 0 ſerve our generatio;r,or the courſe of our Life accor- 
ding to the. will of God, to glorifie . imhere on Emth, It 


lohn 57.4: deſtroyes the- ſervice, yer flies.uponthe reward; as if 


God ereboungrto make men happy, becauſe he had 
made them, andthat he tad made-rhem, firſtro rake 
the dcelights.he moſtabborres, ro.diſhonour him, by 
deforming his.workmanſhip, & violating his.Laws,& 
rhe good order he, hathifſetin the-Workd,and yer after 
all becauſe he: had made them, ro give them a bleiſeds 
nels ſo inſyperably great, that he-could hnd no grea- 
ter , and by no means.to hurt or-puniſh them for ſin; 
though all the Juſtice, rhar ever: was known to man; 
requires. puniſhment, of offchders,,) as: muciy as the 
reward, of Deſert: cle all. Government v ould be 
loſt. 

Thus. therefore ro imagine of God-isto mek him 
down, with thoſe grearArtribures of Juſtice and wil: 
dom,into a fooliſh and unreaſonable pity, and only tor 
this end, that there may be aliccntiouſhelsfirr wics. 
kedneſs and impi-ty. 

Andſccingupon the ſame account,allthomen inthe 
World may adjourn their Love and-Obedience to 
God-:o their going ourof it ; It might. come r6-pals, 
thar.this ſtare ſhould have been prepared only-as a 
S$zage tor the yices and.cxorbirancics of. men to-bave 

: | ated, 
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ated r:emſelves upon , and then they ro have re- 
moved tro Heaven, when as though theſe have large 
ſcope indeed now.. as things are, yet their licentt- 
eulneſs is dayly rebuked hy the threars of the Golpel,. 
by the holy converſations ofttholo, that have left their 
fins by Repentance, and puniſhed by an eternal Judg= 
ment lzcrcafrer- ; 

Bur who that conſiders. the infinite goodneſs and 
ereatncls of God, that in his bawd's our hfe, andbreath, 
aud allour ways, canthink itequal, that God-ſhould? 
haze only the faint and feeble ſervices of a Death- 
Bcd, for. all the. prelervation and mercy vouchſafed? 
through the courle of our lives. 

Or, who canthink it conſiſtent with his honourto- 
give men Las, that point.upen the Government of' 
themſelves here , and that he ſhould at fo general a 
rate, as.the neceſſity of mens mannerof hving re- 
quires, accept of ſuch a commutation: or exchange” 
tor. the obedience duc tothem, as a Death+Brd Repen- 
fance ? | _ 

Qr.leaft of all;,who.can believe# that JefusChriſt* 
ſhould come a Redeemer intothe World, « Redeemer Ties. 14 
from all ixiquity, a purchaſer from a vain copverſation,, 
that ke might have - m— peopleealous of yood works ; 
Who ſhouldlaok for thegreat day, hirghorious appearance; 

kya patient expetiation and comimuance it weil-doingl; 
ro which he hath alſo tyed them by the moſt*ſtrict” 
abligations, that created nature is capa-I&of, and 
yer that this inamanner (ould bexh-ly fruſtrated; 
even inthoſe ſuppoſed to be redeemed by him. 

. How ſhallſuch aman tliende able to-I160K'Godor 
Telus Chriſt the Saviour in the face, that hath bur juſt” 
begun. to ackno a Jedg-himby ſome weak deyotions: 

ro, 
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tohim, extorted even of neceflity , and given the 
-Mal.1; 14, bulk of his time tofin, that hah ſacrificed the male 
of his flack to luſt, and eren with-impious: deſign 

kept the corrupt thing for God, 

.3. If we truely underſtand the nature of Repen- 
tance, an4 that it isthe gift and Gracc ofGod. It is, 
1. Agreat preſumption upon that Grace, to think 
we can call it down from Heaven at ourown need, 
whohave offered ſo much injury tothe motions ofit, 
'vouchſafed in the time of ourlife ; we do not con- 
fider, that this+Grace defignes its own Glory , and 
reaches to live: Godh, righteoufly, ſoberly 10 in this 
*Tit,2.13- preſent world,and thercinto waitfor the manifeſtation 

; _ of nenng gory , and thus we are #0: /#k for ho. 

Rom.2.7. naur, glory, imenortality. 

Nonuys Now that they: that have bidden defiance to this 
- 4,44. .* Grace ſolong,ſhould bring it down from the Clouds 
- xaic pr4<in their dying moments, to convey them to Hoppi- 

wia xer7- nels, is tomake: lo cheap of that infinitely precious 
#4, 52#-. 00dnefſs, that whoever aright conſiiers the'Caſle , 

Do muft needs infinitely abhor the thoughts. Yer this is 
v4. ,- the ncceflicy offuchmens condition, thatthey muſt 

Sexy an, Either think themſelves worthy thus to beckon the 

«14a; Grace of God, or they muſtperiſh for ever. They 
us 75xree Enter then a conteſt of precedency and ſfuperiorit 
29 exo- With this Grace, and decideagainit iz: That it is 
£9. forthattoſtoop and humble, yea to proſtitute it ſelf, 

Phil. in rather than they ſhould befor ever miſcrable: yea 

© rather than they ſhould have beenobliged to-a holy 
Life, TY'Y 

2. tis for a man todefire God; tomifſtime his grace, 

for the ſeaſon of itis the preſent offer in the Gofpe” 

2Cor,z.*, Now ys the time accepted, wow ts the day of Salvation. Ir 

is 
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sta deſire Godto give hima- Spring in Autumn, or 
Winter, wh:n the time of the patience of God is 
over, to.cxpeRthe Salvation of God,. now Gad who 
bach wich infinite wiſdom and cquality weighed our. 
times and fcaſuns,.and made every cling fad ing ED both 
its time, doth not reverſe his own appointmentsto Lut,g.4s 
lerve the folly of man. who .have not &nown them 
zimes, and the things of their paace in their day. 
For canic ſeem reaſonable, thar mountains ſhauld 
removeour of theig places? androcks wander from -. 
their (iruation? that man more unintclligent, than Ry : 
the Swallow and Crane that obſerve their appointed times, ** ** 
might not beinſuared by the evil times that fall ſuddenly 
pou them: He thar truſtsthen tofucha Repenrance, 
doth, asit were, reſolveto be ſaved by mizacle, or - 
elſe periſh, | 
3.. Men do not conſider the Jealouſic of God, nor 
acc afraid of is eath againſt them, that barder zheir = _ 
hearts and dos nat hear. his voice ts dy; to that ſome, , 
wha havetrifled with the Grace of God, /eethimeerty - 
and do n0t find bim.. The lreclites that faid , Y/hather Dene.i.28 + 
ſhall we go up, when they were commanded to go-up, and.- 
poſſeſs the land, when they would have gone up after» 
wards and faught for it, were rejefted by Gad: .So-- 
in Zechary,God gives account of thargreatjudgments- 
of their Captivity, concerning which though dyes, -. 
Samuel and Tokhad intexceded, the would mor have: _ 
heard. Ac» hex I oried they nowld not hear, fa itumetazec.y.ry.:. 
paſe thi the) cried, and 1 would not heas.- | 
Many fail of the Grace of God that prophanely {ell their xre x 2.-. 
Bir th-right fora trawitory ſatisfaction, and fa na place:ts, 17.” 
fas. their Repentance , orof Gods Re: pentancein favour. 
tewards.them, though they ſeek. carciulty, _ £ 
WITH 
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wich tears. While men are buſic in fulfilling the cor- 
ruptdeſires of their fintu] fleſh,,and make ſlightof the 
mercy, thar (0: freely preſents their fouls, a Ment de- 
cree paſles againſt chem; that thought ir makes no 
noiſe in thcir-ears,- yet {cals them in blindneſs , and 
hardneſs, ſothar their ſouls are for ever cloted rhere- 
m-: for who canopen wharis (burby ſo powerful and 
awful a Hand? | 

4. Itis impoſſible to a man todye with good com- 
poſure of mind, that truſts ro a dying Repentance ; 
at Repentance, 
which willnotinable amanto a Holy Life, s'nor fa- 
ving; ſyppoſe a man then ina dying ſickneſs, taking 
great acknowledgment of fin, full of reſoutions of 
lcaving fi, and this tnan recovering and performin 
nothing, bur ſliding back into the former vvretched- 
neſs of Life; this Repentance hovyever (crious, and 
carneſt it ſeemed; yyould not haveſaved him, if he had 
died; he had periſhedin hisſins, and his falſe Repen- 
trance together : For thathis Repentance yyas truely 


"-inferiour ro his ſins, appears , in that aſſoon as cyct 


that is over, vvbich gave iraſecming advantage, his 
ſins throvy off that Rpnenien : bur rrue Repen- 
trance alvyays overcomes , that Repentance thecetore 
could not be true. 

And if Repentance be falſe and counterfeit, there 
is no ame ncot irin Eternity; yyhen oncethe 
of the houſe is riſen up, and hath: ſhut ro the door, 


Mar,z5.3, CET 15NO entrance: vyhilethe fovlrsh Firgins too late 
( underſtanding the error of:oxle vn their lamps only, and 
uot im their veſſels yvenr to corrett it, by buying oyle, 
# ey were 5hut out and ns knocking powerful enough 
forthcir admiſſion. 


Kc, 
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Yea though a man may ſcem to be well quicted, 
and comforted, and to have the reſtimony of the 
Spirit of God, yerall this may be but a deluſion, and 
Sathan in an Angel of light ; for though they that have 


rruely this reſtimony , may be ſuppoſed to know itis 2 Coe, T” 


char rrue ſpirit; yer-they that have it not, may have 
ſomething , they ſo ſtrongly imagine to beir , thar 
thereby they may bedeceived. This teſtimony there- 
fore mult be nn to the affurance , rhis 
dying man had from Chriſt ; elſe even a manthardies 
fate , muſt dye in ſuch an unexpreſſible rorment'ot 
mind , that it had been much berrer he had enjoyed 
'no ſuch ſeaſons of ſin, than only endure char. And 
who can preſume {0 upon God, as to promiſe him- 
ſelfſuch a train of miracles to carry him nor only to 
Heaven , but wirhout thoſe Agonies of horror char 
arelike Hell, after ſo long impenitency, 

Thus on all des ir is moſt neceſſary for every one 
ro repent while he may behold the truth of his Re- 
pentance in the ordinary fruits of a holy Life; and 
ice himſelf in all che circumſtances of tempration, 
change of condition, varieties, which Life and the 
courſe of it catry along withir : For thar is often by 
\cngrh of time caſt up, and appears upon the ſurface, 
that lay concealed ar the bottom , till ſuch a concur- 
rence of things gives it the advatnage to riſe. 

I underſtand nothing that can'be objected to rhis 
laſt Argument I have uſed to difable the confidence 
inſach a Repentance, except this, 

It may be ſuppoſed, the Repentance that is full of 
pafionate and affeftionare motions rowards God, 
rhough amidſt the fears of Dcarh may be > $000] ellir 
be blotred ourtby returns _ and therefore _ 

| cm 
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taken in the juſttime, while ir is good; that is, it a 
man dies beforeit be reverlſed,ir may. ferve the great 
purpoſe of eternity. 

l his Suppolſicion I muſt confeſs hath a ſeeming 
countenance from that particular place, Ezek. zz. 2. 
The righteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall not deliver him 
in the day of his tranſgreſſion ; as for the wickeaneſs of 
the wicked, he shall not fall thereby in the day that he turn- 
eth from his wickedneſs. 

Bur it the ſcopeof Scripture diſcourſe in general, 
or the very ſenſe of morality be taken inthe Caſe, 
no-man may (truſt ſo greata weight here; For, Chriſt 
looks upon zhe fory ground with the ſame Eye, while it 
receives theword with joy, as when by and by it is offended; 


Mat.7.26, and it Was therefore _ no bettcr art firſt than ar 
0 


laſt. The Houſe that is not founded upon the Rock,is as ill 
founded in the calm, as in the ſtorm, only the ſtorm 


diſcovers what it was. Morality it ſelf requires a bet- 


rer rooting of virtuous Habits, than that they ſhould 
be ſer only in looſe groung, thrown up by extremity 
of condition, andnot in the ſoil ir ſelf. 

Thar Repentance which will not bear the trial of 
time, will much leſs ſuſtain the reſt of Erernity, where- 
in every thing that ſtands, muſt be ſolid and ſubſtan- 
tial, Things that ſuffer the Joſs of themſelves, when 
they are tricd by mans day will ſuddenly be conſumed 
bythe hotter beams of Gods. | 

Thar bath need of goodnealing, that muſt und-r- 
gOan eternity, and haye all advantage of concc Qio 2, 
that muſt be laid up for eyer; which the ſhort mo- 
mentsof a Death- Bed without a miraculous aſſiltznce 
will not allow. The fruitof ic generally like, zba# 

Hand, This Repen- 


rance 


re 
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tance gives up the Ghoſt, afſoon as it is born. 

Now as for that place in Ezezze/, ſo much vexed 
with controverſic , I do not think it convenient for 
me , to intangle a Diſcourle intended wholly for 
praftice with the perplexiries of ir. 

Only I am concerned to ſhew,, that it doth nor 
afford the favour ſuppoſcd' ro this kind of Repen- 
rance. For firſt, We muſt not miſtake the day ir 
ſpeaks of , as if ir ſignified ſo ſtrait a compaſs of 
rime, as a day, bur that ſcaſon wherein either the 
righteous man waſts and deſtroy es his righteouſneſs; 
or aſinner overcomes his vitious cuſtoms and incli- 
nations, neither of which are uſually done on the 
ſudden. Secondly , the turning from wickedneſs in- 
tended is certainly a lincereand imparrial one ,. and 
not ſuch as we have rendered this dying Repentance 
ſuſpicious ro be. Thirdfy, icmuſt be juſtified by 4 
walking in the Statutes and Judgments of God, and doing 
tat is right; that is, by a continued Reformation, 
which will leaſt agree tothis Repenrance, and there- 
forethis place of Scripture will not prore&rhis ſup- - 
poſition, but rather damns it. | 

Havingnowin the __— Diſcourſe, ina prac- 
tical and perſwaſive way, endeavoured ro engage 
men to a timely Repentance, by ſetting our. the 
hazard of aJate one : Ihayechoughr ic yerneceſlary, 
ro makerheſtate of the whole Dottrine,, as exatas 
I can, by. conſidering whatever might with fair ap- 
pearance of Scripture-reaſon call into queſtion and 
(cruple, what 1 haye grounded my perſwaſions 

OO, NT 50 OY II = JoTs 
[vil therefore,; as a ſupplement to all Lhaye faid, 
Firſtrecolle& RAT haye incended all along. an 
I 2 rhen 
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then caft all, I caq poſſibly ſuppoſe agaialt it, into 
Objeftions and Anſwers, that by cloſer attention to 
the Caſe it ſelf, every one, thatwill be atthe cc to 
conſiderit, may be convinced tothe main end, wiz. 
A preſent Religious Lic. 

Firſt then I make itnot the queſtion , Whether a 
true Repentance; how late ſoeyer, be a Repentance 
to Salvation? | 

Nor Secondly , Whether God hath reſcrvcd it 
tothe Prerogative of his Grace, to give a trucRe- 
pentance at laſt} TERL 3. 

Nor Thirdly , Whether a Repentan.e that is 
true and ſincere, though butinthe ſeeds, being (ur- 


_ prize4 with a Death-Bed,” may not then break out 


and ſhew it ſelf more tully > | 

Nor laſily, Whether a man that hath the light of 
the Golpet brought to hing, but juſt before his Dy- 
ing condit'on, may not expe the Grace of Gd 
4 4 withitthcn, even as in the freer times of 

ite ? 

All theſe I do with great confidence acknowledg, 
the ſubſtance of wha: | bave ſaid againſt a Death-bed 
Rep entance, will be comprifed intheſe following Al- 
ſertions, which I reſtrain yvholy co men, that have 
tiyced under thelight, and exhortations, and applica- 
tions of the Word of God, vvithall uſual Freedam ; 
andycthave not begun ſincerely to repent, tillthey 
come todye. el Ta | 

'* The Firſt is, That a Death-bed Repentantrhoyy Fair 
focver, it may appear, hath yet the greateſt Dqubt 
imaginableupon ic, vvhether it betrue. 

The Secapd, There is grexnſtreokeg of fear,God 
vrill nor give bisgrace to fuchidying man. toxc- 

| RE ates Ihe 
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The third, That a Repentance at Death is not that 
general Repentance, the Scripture diſcourſes of, makes 
promiſes of pardon upon, offers the affiſtances of 
tt.e Spirit to, enjoynes the Duty of , with ſo many 
preſſing commands. Forthat Repentance immedi- 
ately to be begun is ſuppoſed to govern a followin 
Life. It mnſt therefore be an extraordinary ,. an 
miraculousRepentance if true. 
Laſtly, That it is therefore againſt all rules of Pi- 
ety and Prudence , by m ing Life to caſt qur 
felves uponthe neceſſity of Repentance at Neath. 
This , I fay is the fubſtance of what Thaye de- 
figned all along,& which] would nowfurther clear, 
and vindicate from thefe following ObjeRions,. 
 'Objedion 1.\-Doth not the Parable of calling ſome g,.u ; 
Libourers into-the Vineyard arthe cleyenth Hour, _— ak 
imply; That' God doth in'qrdinary conyert ſome v.1.6:. 
at the laſt Hour, as well as ſooner? _ | 
Anſwer. The main ſcope of Parables is only argu- _21/w. 
mentwive,and/s far as rhe fbope if ehat Parable relates 
ro this Caſe; Iris no more, than whatt acknowledg, 
Tbat God gives eternatTife'to'rruc Repentance, if 
true , at laſt , even as to'thi firſt and carlieft Repen- 
tance. The reward being to all of Grace and not of 
Debz. Itis aliotobe/confidered ; there remained. an 
Hour of working; repreſentiag rather, old Age , than 
a Death-Bed,-if- the colours of 4 Parable proveany 
thing, and ſo are rather againſt this Repentance, than 
for it. a 
In tte Second Objedjon, I ſuppoſe. men taking Sap- 0bj. tz. 
Quary at infiniterriercy and power in-this manner. 
Alcheughno thought of man can reach the mercy, 
that accepts or pives Repentance at the Jaft: yer 
mercy 
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mercy being as much above 'our thoughts , as the 
Heaven above the Earth, what can we defneconcer- 
ningit? Andthough rhere arc ſo many circymſtances 
of impoſſibility , according to our meaſure of things; 
Yer the things thar are impoſſible with men, with God 
are poſlible; for with God all things are poflible: how 
canwe then determine inthis Cale ? Caz we by ſearch- 
ing find out the Almighty in his Mercy and Power? 
Can we find him out to perfeition? It ts high as Heaven, 
what Can we do? tis f a than Hell, what can we knowy? 
The meaſure thereof is lengtr than the Earth, and broader 
than the Sea. | 

Now becauſe in. this 0bje#&oz . the fineys of all 
hope andexpetarion fromthislate Repentance meet; 
I will indeayour tp.give the moſt punttual 4n/ver ro 


ir. And thou h 1kgow, aftcs.-all, that 1s; or can'be' 


faid ; men will norguir zr..; Yer ſhalt reſt upon'this 
Anſaer , as my laſt reſolution of this Cale; and by ir 
raiſe the diflwaſzons from atruſtin ſuch aRepentance 
ro the* height, the.greatneſs.of the hazatdappearing 
moſtfilly fromar.... -. 2 co oth 1! 3 

In general cherelorcichath becanated, The queſtion 
is nor whether God accepts a true Repentanice, hoy 
latefoeyer, bur wherner God: will give a true repen- 
rance ſo late, and EN ation is, nor of rhe 
limits,” the abſolars limurs, of infigite mercy.and pow- 
| $ it. hath'ſer toir (elf? 'and whar 


ſeaſonsithath limiredtous ? and whether according 


ro theſe a Dearhb-Bed Repentance be not almoſt, it nor 
alrogerher an impoſſibility? Tle.cherefore lay down 
: $9 febe af degrecs. of impoſſbilizy, norwichſtandivg in- 
fnite mercy and power, that muſt neccilarily abarc 
rhe irregular confidence of ſuch a repentance 


, and 
under 
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under one of them I ſhall be bold to place it. 

1, The higheſt degree of py is, of rhoſc 
things, that are utterly and abſolutely impoſſible nith 
God, becaule they are irreconcileable with his Na- 
rure , and ſuch wherein if they were ;he muſt deny 
himſelf, which he cannot do. For though there is 
nothing above God, .not ſo. much as any goodneſs, or 
rightcouſneſs ,abſtraged from himſelt; thar ſhould 
give him Law; Yer he being himſelf that ſupreme 

oodnels and righteouſneſs, Heis a Layy to himſelf; 
lis nature, is his: ſupreme and inyiolableLayy; And 
his Will ftandsalvyaysevenvyish his Nature;, For his 
W.ill is himſelf reciprocal with his Nature ; Andall 
his Actions keep perte&t correſpondence vvith his 


Will. Uponthis .immutable reaſon God canner lye;he 
cannot do any Dn weak,or that argues imperfeCi- 
on :Hecannot butbe righteous in all his vyays, & ho- 
Jy in all his vvorks, Upon this reaſon alſo he cannor 
he willnot acquit the guilty. He cannot heyvill nor ſave 
or make happy menin their ſins. God himſelt ſpeaks 
this ſenſe. Ezek. 18.31,32. andc.3z3.11. 4s 1rve ſarth the 
Lord , IThaveno pleaſure in the Dtath of him that dieth, 
why will ye dye? Thrn your ſelves and live ye. Asithe 
ſhould ſay , except ye turn, all my mercy can do you 
no good. For ſuch a mercy vyould not be a mercy, 


bur cither a fooliſh ſoftneſs, or looſe indulgence to 


fin. Such a povver vvere nota poyver, but an i 
rency , or turning all things to confufion,. Thele 
therefore are as inconſiſtent yvith God, - as Folly, 


ImperteQon, Sin. The Goſpel, the higheſt diſplay 


of mercy reſts upon this principle, being nora Sal-- 


vation of men in fin, bur'a moſt efteual redemprion 


of men from ſin. Of all chat God can be ſuppoted to 
do 
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do for men, there is nothing more impoſſible than 
this, more repugnant'to alf the' true ſenſe of man, 
more oyerthrowing of the undertaking of Chriſt, 
more contrary to the nature of true Happineſs. An 
Opinion of the damned in Hell being annihilated, 
orrecovered to Holincfs and H'ppineſs after ſome 
Ages of torment; were 4hi dbability cowpar'd 
with this. 'He that can tempt himlelfto believe this, 
may bclicve any thing, and needs no confutation, 
but his own unreafonablencſs. Againſt this ] have 
been thus large, becauſe it'feeretly luckes in mens 
Hearts, that God miy fave them without'fo mach 
adoabour Faith and Repentanee'; rhough being: a- 
fraid to ſpeak athing fo monſtrous, they di'guize 


 itnnder the pretence of a faint Repentance atlaſt. 


a I cannet 


- Butfrom whatI have faid; Itis plainly to be_infer- 
red, Firſt, That ſon things which' God cannset , 
will noe do , 'are not” the reproach cither of his 
Mercy or Power, 'but the Glory ani Greatneſs of 
both, And this;that He neither can,or will fave men 
without ſincere Faith and Repentance ( that is with- 
out a recovery to Holineſs ) is one of theſc things, 
The Death-bed Repertance then, that is nts Salvation, 
muſt withoutall diſpute be a ſincere change from {in 
to Holineſs. 

2. There is animpoflibility , that arifes from the 


«<quicſce in peremptory, and abſolute, and irrepealable determi- 


the expoſ 
tion of the 
learred 


nation of the Will and Counſel of G2d concerning 
any thing, In this degree of things I account, 4 tbe 


Dr. Tome wnpardenablentſs of the ſin againit the divine Spirit. T he 


mond in 


his Annor MBr eneuableneſs of 19441 Apoſtares from Chriftianity to re- 


gancerni ng 


theſe ty 
Ceſer, 


Naw thoughthe 


penrane.. The poor of repentance after this Life : 


carry not their own evidence of 
being 


QF aDeath-Bed Repentance. 
being inconſiſtent with the Divine nature, as the 
former; yet the declaration of ſupreme pleafurea- 
gainſtthem is ſo effeftual, that we muſt needs look 
upon them, as impoſhible, And we may ſee a great 
conſent, a high congruity between the things them- 
ſelves and the determinarion of God concerning 
them , which realons arc yer clearer with God. For 
in the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt there is ſo mature , 
ſo perte&, ſo concodted a wickedneſs, fo high a 
contumely againſt the God-head ir ſelf, rthar ir is 
very irreconcilcable wich citherRepentance, or par- 
don. Thetoral Apoſtacy from Chriſtianity, and the 
evidences of it mentioned Heb. 67h. from the 
very nature of the Caſe appears irrepairable, becauſe 
there is noother or higher Grace, :than thar of the 
Goſpel, tor the Apoſtates to remove to, uo more ſacri- 
fee for ſin, nor arethere any higher Evidences of thar 
Goſpel, than thoſe he is ſuppoſed to revolt from, and 
no more perte& Atts of contrariety to the Goſpel, 
than zhe crwcifying the Son of God afreſh and putting kins 
70 an open ſhame, the doing deſpite rathe Spirit of Grace, 
the treading under foot the Son of God, and counting the 
Blood of the Covenant an wnclean thing, in the paralel 
place. Heb. 10. 

Beſides all other reaſons the unchangeable ſtate of 
Erernity is ſo conſolidate yith, ſo fixed into our very 
Being, thar the perpetuity of it is very accountable to- 
our Realon. 

From hence then, we derive thus much. farther a- 
gainſt a Death-bed Repentance ;; Firſt that ſome things, 
wherin we cannot find ancxprefs impoſiibility in their 
nature, are yet made ſo by Gods abtolute refolution 
concerning them; into thereaſon of which he allo- 
is pleaſed to give us ſome light ; And that many ex- 

| | preflions 
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- preſſions of Scripture {( as.: They ſhall ſerk me early but 
ſhall not find me, the Parable of the foolifh Virgins, 
with many others ) make this Repentance very dan- 
gerous, with which alſo the very reaſon of the Caſe 
concurres; Yetnot amounting to this kind of impoſ- 
ſibility. | 

3- There areſome things impoſſible according to 
the Rules , and general Lays of the Creation, and 
Government of the World, which. we call Nature, 
and which Rules, infinite uw iſdom and power hath ſo 
preſcribedtoir felt, char he hath yer lied to him- 
{elf freedom to ſhew himſelf aboye them, as Founder 
and Lord of Nature. 

Thus it is impoſſible for the Sun to ſtand ſtill, to 
raiſe the Dead, thar the Fire ſhould not burn : Thar 
is,. It is impoſlible ar all rimes, bur when infinite Po- 
wer is pleaſed to be ſeen riding in the Heavens, far 
above all Nature, thatis, when he is pleaſed rowork 
Miracles : ſuitable to theſe Lays ef the firſt Creation, 
there are alfo Laws of the new and ſecond Creation, 
The Redemprion of Chriſt. 

Ic is true, the new Creation, compared with the 
old, is ſofar as it is new, A Abracle. Suchis Righte- 

Rom-46 neſs without works; Regeneration, ſuchis the In- 
carnation ; the ReſurreRtion. Even as the firſt Cre- 
ation and dayly Preſervation are Miracles compared 
with zhat nothizg, our of which allrhings were drayn, 
and are ſtill upheld. 

Yer this very miraculous Frame of the Goſpel is 
bounded yvith certain Layys and Rules, and yyhen 
theſe arc tranſcended; itisa Miracle in this miracu- 
lous ſtare of things. | | bk 

Noyv all Inſtances of miraculous poyyer arc _ 
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and extraordinary , and the reaſons of-them, vvhen 
they have been, have alvays been great and folemn; 
and yyhenthey have been more plentiful in any Age, 
the Reaſons have been great for that alſo. Andin 
Miracle it ſelf, there hath been alvvays regard to the 
natural ſtate of things. Miracle hath for the meſt part 
lifted up Nature only, vvhercin it vyas cither decayed, 
or not planted fo high, as the very effet ro be 
vvyrought, and juſt then deſigned; not minding the 
flouriſh of it ſelf, but the main Intention only : vve 
read of no other circumftances but thoſe of ordinary 
mortality, into vyhich they that vyere raiſed from the 
Dead inScripture yverecxalted; only thatthey vverc 
raiſed to Lite. 

In the nevy Crearion, ſo much of the old, as 


yyould ſerve in it, is generally taken in; and the con- * 


ſticutions, that'vvill agree with the deſignof Grace 
are upheld for the moſt part; as vyere eafie to mani- 
feſt. Divine Inſpiration did not diſanul the natural 
remper of the Prophets or Apoſtles; bur they are 
eaſily obſervable in their vvritings. Converſion doth 
not deſtroy, but {antihe and renevy nature. For 
vvhar doth all this ſerve? but to ſhevy, God does as 
little, as may be, decline from the firſt Model of 
things, His Wiſdom fo deeply contriv'd. 

Further, the nevy Creation in all things excelling 
the old ; as the vvhole ſtare of it is never antiquated 
by a bigher Revelation, fo the Lavvs of it are {ſeldom 
exceeded by any thing extraordinary ; yet I acknoyy- 
ledg, Inftances there are of extraordinaries, even 
here alſo. 

The Apoſtleſhip vyas in a manner vyholy miracu- 
lous,, yet the: calling of the Apoſtle Paul yvas ſome- 
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thing higher than thar; for vvhereas the Tyvelve were 
trained, and educatedin thediſcipline and converſa- 
tion of Chriſt; and expreſs care inthe ſurrogation of 
one intothe place of Judas, vvas had of ſuch a prepa- 
ration, yet St. Pawt was ſuddenly born into that high 
Fun&ionand Authority, into which they were gradu- 
ally admitted. Bur rhe reaſon allo was very high, 
Thar there might be ſo great a proof of thepower of 
the Goſpel, as a Perſecutor and Blaſphemer preaching 


- m 9-20 thar Faith, he had ſo notoriouſly perſecuted; and on 
>the ſudden, that it might be without the ſuſpition of 


Galat-1, 
23, 24, 


1Tim.1.4! 
UTSSTAE= 


- 


Vac Y Lam 


P's, 


a Confederacy. 

His very Converſion was a ſuperabundance of 
Abundant Grace : He was not onlyin adeep humjlity 
of expreſſion, bur in the thing it ſelf, one of the c1zef- 
&/t of ſinners fav'd by Chriſt : His {in bad been the 


1Tim,;,,; unpardonadlc fin, had not 7g»orazce abatedir. 


viz. 
V, 16, 


Bur upon that ſolemn account he obtained mercy ; 
That in lim Jeſus Chriſt might ſkew fort, apattern of all 
long ſuffering. 

This of the dying Malcfadtor, I eſteem of the ſame 
kind, andthe reaſon was extraordinary, as ] have be- 


fore obſerved. 
I have now thus fully diſcourſed this particular, be- 


cauſc it brings me to the ultimate Reſolution I can 
make of this Caſe ; thart is, 

A Death-Bed Repentance whenever it is true, Is a 
Grace and Favour youchſafed ro the Soul, in which 
it is found, above the ordinary and general Grace 
that gives Repentancc. For it is above theſe four 


great Rules of the Goſpel, wherein alſo the. funda- 

mental nature of things much conſpires. 
- I, That God is jealous of the Glory of his Grace, 
F718 EZ. and 
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and gives it by the ſame rule, he preſcribesto us. 7 
day, While it is called to day, hear his voice. 

2. God atrempers his Grace to the ſtate of mans 
ſoul, ſoas not to to permit to ſuch a long harqning, 
andaccuſtomedneſs infin , thoſe whom heintendsro 
convert. 

3- The Ingenuity and Freedom of the ſoul neceſſa- 
ry to Repentance is not ordinarily poſſible, amidſt 
the fears and neceflity of Death. 

4. Fruits meet for Repentance, and amendment of 
Life , and the glorifying God upon Earth, by a holy con- 
yerſarion are univerſally required. Such a Repentance 
thenmuſt be proportionable ro 4 Xracle, a miracle in 
Grace. Now Miracles are ſeldom, and not but upon 
ſuch reaſons as exceed the value of thoſe Rules (ar 
leaſt ) inthar Caſe, wherein they are overrul'd; rea- 
ſons of greater eminency than what daily fall ont, 
bur it is a daily reaſon , that men muſt either repent 
or periſh. Such Repentances therefore are very rare, 
and doubtleſs when they are, God gives aluſtrero 
the reaſons why they are; In ſuch a meaſure, thar 

men may ſay , Here is rhe finger of God, ingraving his 
wiſdom upon his work. And with ſuch a trecdom as 
our Saviour expreſſes. Luke 4. 25,2 6,27. 

The praRtical Concluſion then trom hence is this, 


Itis as preſumpruous a bo4ft for a manto think, He p,, a5... 


ſhall repent when he comesrodie, becauſe chemer- 
cy and poyer of God are infinite ; as for him upon 
the ſame accounts, to leap into Seas, or roll himſelf 
in Flames, without fear of danger. 


Nay , Ir is ſuch a kind oft prophane Infolency , as Gen. '-23 


Parxus 
in loacum. , 


"ſome lnterprerers give that of Lawechro be, Tong) 1 
ſhould ſlay a man in my anger, or a young man in my {cn 
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of an injury , Tet if Cain notwithflanding his mnrther, 
was ſecured by a ſevenfold vengeance from God upon him, 
that ſhould flay hims, I ſhall be ſecured in only Ven- 
geance ſeventy ſevenfold. Thus men lay, if ever any one 
tor allan irreligious lite, was preſerved from Hell by 
a Repentancear laſt, Inced not fear, butT ſhall : Both 
agree ina boldclaim of the ſoyereign aings of God 
for their own ſafety in fin. 

4. Below all theſe impoſibilities, As innaturethere 
are great difficulties, that are not uſually oycrcome, 
and yct in things poſſible v ichourt a Miracle; fo there 
areal{o in Grace. Our Saviourtells us , It zs eaſter for 
a Camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for 4 rich 
man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. His prejudices 
and prepoſſeſſions are ſo many his temptations & imtangle- 
ments are ſo great. The Prophet ſlaies , Car a Blacka- 
more change his skin? or a Leopard his ſpots ? then ye 
that are accuſiomed to do evil, may learn to do well, All 
delaied Repentances are very uneafie ; ſome Divines 
obſerving tew Conyerſions after the forticth year of 
Life. But of theſe, though all men oughtto appre- 
hend the danger : Iſhould fay, ( that no man might 
be inſnared) as our Saviour ſpeakes in theſe Caſes, 
The things impoſſible with men, with God ave poſſible. 

Objettion3. Butaccording to this ſtate of the Cale, 
W hart ſhould a D; ing man S that hath nor yer re- 
pented? Should he expet a Miracle, or do nothing 


through deſpair ? 


Anſwer.. Have ye not read, what Daviddid when 


he was an hungred and had nced * He adyentured 
over Laws, and was blameleſs : It any man feel the 
neceſſities of a Soul periſhing, let him layhold upon 
Mercy and Grace to help. There is a Faith in this 


Caſc, 
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Caſe, like the Faith of Miracles, that remoyes monn- 
rains, and divides Seas. He that cen receive it, let bing 319-02 
receive it : But let every man take heed, how he falls 
into theſe neceſſities; For multitudes not havingrhe ,,,, 
right Faith, ke the Egyptians, aſſay this, and are 2g. 
drowned. 

Itis a very hard thing to diſtinguiſh between mv 
rum, and miraculam, a wonder, anda miracle; fo is it 
betycen a ſaving Faith, and Repentance that may 
have wonderful eftes , through the conviction of a 
Death-Bed, and this true ſaving Faith, this Faith of 
Miracics; and for any thing I know, Eternity only 
can make a man ſafe concerning it, and ſure thathe 
had ir. Doubtleſs many like 7046 periſh , catching 
hold of the hornsof the Altar. 

Objection 4. Bur what ? If men having made a g 
. profeflion of Religion, have done many things reli. 
gioufly and ſoberly, and yet through the prevalency 
of ſome luſts, it appears they have not truely repen- 
red? may not the converſation they have had with 
Religion, fo prepare things, thar their Repentance 
may be diſpatched in the inſtants of Death ? 

Anſwer 1. It is dreadful ro confider, how the un- 4,71, , 
happy-pteas of ſome upon ſuchkind of accounts reci- 
red by Chriſt, arcalſo reje&ed by him. Mazy /hall ſay Luk. 33. 
in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not eaten and drunk —_—_ 

inthy preſence, and thou haſt taught in our ftrects* Im 
thy Name have wecft out Devils, andin thy Name done 

many wonderful Works. Tet he ſhall profeſs unto them , 

never hntw you, Depart from me ye workers of tniquity.- 

. Belides-alb the Doabts already infiſted upon, ſuch 

menhaye made a cuſtome of detuding Religion , and / 

havegreat cauſe to fear they ſhonld do lo at laſt, 
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God allo is /oprovoked by ſuch, as have long tempred 
him, proved him, and ſeen his works , and jet erre from 
him in their hearts, and do nat know his ways, that he 
comes to his oath againſt them. 

Anſwer 2. Bur leſt this ſhould diſcourage and ſuffo- 
cateall motions after God,cither in Life or at Death; 
and they ſcem in as good condition, thatnever mind 
Religion, as thoſethat do: Iadd, 

Any good thing found in men, cither in their Life 
or Death, though it have not the worthineſs of Ze. 
pentance to Salvation, yer ſhall certainly have itgK6- 
ward in mitigations of puniſhment; which confide- 
ration fully explained at the Day, of Judgment will 
aſloyl many of this ſort of Doubts concerning the 
ways of God. I believe thoſe wery early ſeekings of 
God, notyithſtanding which, he is ſaid 70 laugh af che 
Deſtruction of thoſe, from whom they come, when 
they have firſt ſeryedthe gloryings of Juſtice, obtain 
tefſenings of Pain: as conquered Enemies, after they 
have been led in Triumphroyair on the Conquerors 
glory, may have even that ſeryice recompenſed with 
a more compaſſionate captivity. 

Anſwer ;, It there have been ſolidity and ſincerity 
in any religious Exerciſcs in the time of Life, where- 
by the Heart by the Grace of God is prepared for 
further Grace ; as very often Converſion is by de- 
grees: Iris hopeful God may uſe Death, as a ſeaſon 
of compleating his work ; yet this is to- be regiſtred 
among the ſeldomer diſpoſes of God, and both thoſe 


.preparations, and the complement of them is under 


Luk.1 jo 
24. 


the caution of our Saviour: S/rive #6 enter in af the 


frrait-gate, for many , I ſay unto you, ſpallſeck, ta enter, 


and hall not be able. 


objetions. 
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0hjettion 5. Is itnotarall times a grear Folly, ro 9%je.5- 
promiſe azo 9779 to Repentance? how long ſoever 
we may live after that to morrow : becauſe'we daily 
harden through the deceitfulneſs of ſin. Is it not allo al- 
waysa Curious-point, and that requires a great jea- 
louſic oycr ir? Whether our Hearts are atany rime 
lincere in returnes ro God? Isirnotlaſtly, always to 
be fear'd, leſt, our z9day, the time of Graceflip from 
us? Why thenare the dangers placed fo indultriouſlly 
upon this Repentan :e art Death ? 
| Anſaeri. | Firſt as concerning the time of Repen- ,, of. 
| rance, Iris to be acknowledged ; Every man, thatis * 
come to the ſtrength and fixedneſs of his under- 
ſtanding, tothe poize andinclination of his Will and 
AfﬀeGtions, ro the habir and cuſtome of his Life and 
Actions, and hath not determined for God ; hath 
great realon ro fear, leit as there is a deep print of the 
bigh hand of Nature upon his unconverred ſtate , ſo 
there ſhould be a ſeal of Juſtice allo, and this 
Doubr increaſes every day. ; 
__ -. Notwithſtanding this; All doubts and ſcruples, 
that have an appearance of inſnaring and intangling 
the minds of men with fears, they begin roo late, 
are to be ayoided; it it b2 not ſolate,thar iris ju// 0» 
dark, and their feet ſtumbling upon the dark mountains 11315: 16, 
And theſe things being written eſpecially for rhe /z- 
ving,who have in ordinary probability time to lole; 
rhe danger is beſt placed here, where it takes them 
every Way. 

By the way of Encouragement; that the time 15 
not yer paſt, while they have the {paces of Lite, and 
of the patience of God ; which is not 4 ſlackxeſs of 
Juſtice, but adeſigned I By the way of Cau- 
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tion, becauſe they know not, how ſoon they may 
be caſt upon a Death-Bed, and this patience be at 
anend : With Dying men the caſcis otherwiſe, who 
are already in the thickeſt of the Danger, and muſt 
work themſelves out inthat moment, or periſh for 
ever; without any injury therefore to them, zhe 
living are thus to be warned). 

Further , It is evident, all delays of Repentance 
roll down hither, however menpropoſc a ſtop ;yet 
hither the generality come art laſt: fo that incfte&, 
Itis all one, whether men are diſlywaded from truſt- 
ing toa Dying Repentance, or from delaying their 
Repentance. For it they —_— to delay; It 
comes to this, They repent and-dye together. But 
zf a man be afraid to venture Etcrnicy upon his laſt 
Breath, he will repent preſently. 

2. For'the difficulty of bcing fincere in Reper- 
tance, I placeithere, becauſe, though every man 
ſhould by drawingthe paralel lines of Deluſton,and 
wiſtake upon himſelf, try his Repentance whenever 
it is yet theſeerrors fall in greatelt numbers upon 
that point of extremity, and with leaſt poſhbility of 
rcRifying them : But ſecing there are at all times 
ſuch deccipts in this Caſe, there is nothing lo necef- 
fary, as to repent in aclearlight,and full Jeifure. 

3. For the ſeverity of God in denying his-Grace, 
though I acknowledg his indignation condemns 
many , Who have dallied with him and their own. 
Souls; to be ſuck'd in again by the whir-pool of 
their luſts, when they would have riſen out of them; 
yet this indignation is never fa certainly: at 'the; 
height, as when men have provoked it as long as 
they could: It is moſt miſerable therefore to make 

our 
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ourlaſt motions within the command of ſuch a hvr- 
ciblepir, teſt they prove only the ſtrugples of ſink- 
ing men: yetthis we muſt do, if we are not before 

ot out of it. There is much greater hope (how 
bad ſoever their condition may be ) to them, who 
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ro Repentrance ; and do not deſpiſe it, 
VAarion. 


at account it Sal- 


Objettion 6. This DoQrine does not favour e. 06j.6. 


nough of the Grace of the Goſpel, thar would have 
all men come to Repentance.” 


Anſwer. To diſcourſe the ſeyerities ofthe Goſpel, Anſwer. 


to the «nds of the Goſpel, is moft Evangelical Diſ- 
courſe. For as the Goſpel doth with all clearneſs 
declare its own rigors, that men mightnot miſtake 
it, for a looſe and carcleſs DoRrine, and fo mils 
the Salvation of it; ſo have diſcovered the great 
hazard of a Dying Repentance, that Living men 
might be perſaded not to caſt themſelves upon it, 
and Dying men excited to an ation ſuitable to the 
extremity of their Caſe. 

And this is indeed preaching the Goſpel: and to 


be moved upon it with fear, to prepare an Ark to the ſa- _ 


ving our Souls before the loud come, isas truc an 


eb.11.7 


eftect of Faith, as #0 be conſtrained by loye to live to Cor.5. 
him, that hath died tor us. I fay as true, and gives us ** 


a Title to the 7nheritance of the Righteouſneſs, which is 
by Faith, together with the other. For the prudence 
of Faithh makes us apprehenſive of the reaſons of 
danger, and foto fear, eyen as the gratitude of it ties 
us with the obligations of love. This is not that 


fear that love caſts out, but that it ſel{quickens, and _ ls 


is allo voth- quickned and guarded by it: nur #s it : 
T 


2 the 
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enrmy ehe bonaage , but the Wiſdom of Fear. 
Job a8. — 7. But is the general judgment of Di- 
-, _ Vines thus? | 
WW —_ Anſwer. All judicious Divines are very tender of 
Secbefde, Dinding the Prerogative of Grace, or clipping off 
the concux.. the ation of men towards God, even at this time : 
gfe *in obſervation whercof I have deſired to be cauti- 
Anienty, ©us herein alſo : Bur in their cautions againſt pre- ' 
nM A their expreſſions amount to the utmott I 
ave ſpoken. 
omen ny ſetting alide the whole danger of a Death. 
Dy. Man” bed Repentance » Let me now laſtly thus reaſon, and 
D. Taylor thus expoſtulate; W hy ſhould we d« fire torepenc 
_— fo late? it is good to be betimes doing, that , which 
this ping,; is moſt comporting with our trueſt happineſs; Re- 
Bolton, Conciliation with God Return to Him, his Favour, 
Dyke, toobey Him, theſe are the trueſt freedom end peace 


® of aman at alltimes : Great peace have they which love 
Pſalm thy Lay , and nothing 5hall offend them. He lives in 
119-155 the leaſt pain, thatlives holicſt; 7 made haſte rhere. 
pritm fore and delayed not to keep thy Commandement; I ſeized 
119.60. upon ſo great an enjoyment. afloen as] could, a- 
fraid to be kept off from it roo long. 
To fear God and keep his Commandements is the whole 
Eccluz.1; of 91an, When a man conſiders Life, and that he 
hath but a moment of it, a::d thattherefore-he would 
live that moment, as much as may be , he (hall find 
the higheſt of life, the top of Iife to be Goalineſs,, 
Which hath all the promiſes of this life, and of that »hich 
is to come. 
To purſue this World, and the vanities of it is 
not only with greateſt folly , ard impertinency to 


launch our ſelves ina great vellcl, the greatne/sof 
| our 


) 
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our affettion,, and with folemn preparations , our 
ſtrongeſt Aden into thelow water, the ſhallow of 
Life; which becaule it-cannor- earty {o great abulk, 
increaſes the toyl and yexation, as well as cnhanſes 
the vanity -and folly: Burt worſe than! this, Iris the 
loading our ſelves withguiltunder a delufion of plea- 
ſure, rhac gives us ſecreridiſquier and torment , while 
we arc laying it.on;; and cannot be laid down as'we 
pleaſe; burwirh more ſenſible and induftrious anguiſh, 
chen we heap'd ijupon us, Imean, the ſenſe of our 
miſdoings, and contrition. for them, ſoneceflary 70 
Work Repentance. h | 
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-.To conclude; Scting 'r9 dye "11ithe- end of all men, Eccly.z, 


Repentance is to be'cliofety while we live, that' we 
may dye with the greateſt quier, without thoſe ago- 
nies of;Conſcience, thoſe cold years, thoſe ſinking 
eyes, 'andfainting{ſpirits; for he-dies withmoſteale, 
that moſt ſurveyes Death, and looks into all the rc- 
tirements of it betorchand ; that knows itpertealy, 
and all its ſtrength : ſuch an one governs himſelf in 
it, asin a moſt important Aion with Decency and 
Freedom. He is nothal'd by Death, bur received by 
it : Into thy hands 1 commend my ſpirit, he lays himſelf 
orderly into the ſhade of Death : Whereas fo long 
adherence to the pleaſures of fin gives Death a vio- 
lence. Ir makes men both unwilling, and afraid ro 
dye. This xight thy ſoul ſhall be required. Lite is cx- 
acted of a Senſualiſt , and torn from him, that is re- 
ſign'd bya Spiritual and Mortified man ; Goodmen 
dye in anadtive ſenſe, they know how to dye, others 
e—_ , they are forced to dye. 

his great difference prefers to us dying dayly, 
before that forcible dying ar once. 


The 
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The wiſdom of dying was accounted by Heathens 
one of the worth bulneſles and ;imploymencs, of 
Life , and that required much ſtudy;'! Chriſtianity 
Cor. » 8ives us the true Rules of it, and they lye in wairing 
19 *' Fillour change come ; Tim is ſhort, they therefore that 
ſe this World , ſhould not ule it down to the Bran, 
ſenſually; but only take the advantages of it.toia 
higher Life: Elſe beingmeton the ſuddenrby Death, 
they arc like thoſe that fall off from Life wirh yio- 
lence, that is, Headlong ; bur they thar live in the 
ſenſe of God, and an eternal Condition, alight with 
care and eaſe. E605, 449 
I is thetetore not only greateſt Safety, : bur trueſt 
Frugality and Improvement of Lite to Repent be- 
times, and when we come to dye, the eaſieſt and 
{weeteſt yyay of dying. Not indeed a dying, , but:a 
tranſlation into Immortality , and Blefledneſs: } 


